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POGROM 


ON the night of July 15 several hundred civ- 

ilian-clad storm troopers swooped down on 
Jews in Kurfuerstendamm Boulevard, beat in 
their faces and with sadistic glee kicked them on 
to the sidewalk. Well-bred women, old men in 
striped trousers and young men in shirt-sleeves 
chanted: “Get the hell out — Blood-running — 
noses — The best Jew’s a dead Jew” in the man- 
ner of a liturgy. While Jewish women were 
dragged out of passing automobiles, stamped 
down and spat upon, spectators showed evident 
enjoyment. “This is a holiday for us’, cried a 
hilarious, appreciative mob. A day later, Nazi- 
dom capped the Kurfuerstendammer “circus” by 
appointing Count Wolf von Helldorf, of Reich- 
stag-fire fame, as president of the Berlin police. 
His avowed function is to cleanse Berlin of un- 
desirables and convert it into ‘‘a city with the 
characteristics of a purely Nazi town’. In typi- 
cal Nazi fashion, official explanations of these out- 
rages actually accused the Jews of having pogrom- 
ed themselves. According to those accounts, 
Jews apparently ripped their own faces “‘in order 


in BERLIN 


to pose before the world as persecuted martyrs’’. 
The Governor of Baden even had to issue an in- 
genious manifesto forbidding local Nazis from 
resorting to violence “when provoked by Jews” 
except in cases of justifiable self-defense! 

These renewed assaults, organized by high off- 
cials of the Nazi government, seem to be part of 
a general “purging” drive against Catholics, Steel 
Helmets, Masons, Protestant opposition and dis- 
satisfied workers. The present regime is laboring 
under great strain. Money spent on rearmament 
has brought the national resources to a breaking- 
point. In January the Nazis forced a 500,000,000 
mark loan from the saving-bank reserves and in 
March they expropriated a similar sum from in- 
surance companies. Wages and salaries have 
been constantly reduced so that about 25% of all 
German workers are now earning approximately 
twelve marks ($5.00) weekly. A United Press 
dispatch from Berlin (July 23) discloses a 
$1,135,900,000 public debt never listed in official 
figures. Any further wage reduction now, when 
workers are embittered at rising prices of food, 
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would be calculated to produce dangerous compli- 
cations. Discontent is spreading even to univer- 
sities where opposition to Nazi rule is manifesting 
itself; and, despite the discreetness of artists and 
literary circles, within their ranks feeling against 
political control is becoming obvious. More open 
hostility has been voiced by the church. To divert 
attention from this unrest, Nazi authorities have 
found it expedient to start a dramatic campaign 
against all those who are not directly affiliated 
with their own organization. Ostensibly, their 
immediate main objective aims at crushing “poli- 
tical Catholicism” in Germany. But for the pres- 
ent, Nazis could do no more than issue proclama- 
tions imposing heavy penalties for propaganda 
against sterilization and forbid priests to use po- 
litical themes in sermons. Since Nazi psychology 
requires display of physical violence, pent-up en- 
ergy was released by staging new assaults on 
Jews. In present-day Germany, no matter what 
complications arise, it is always safe to attack 
Jews. 


Whatever the motives behind this persecution 
af Catholics, Protestants and Jews, the case of 
the German Jew is becoming more and more des- 
perate. Till now, the Nazi anti-semitic technique 
involved torture in concentration camps, closing 
up all avenues of livelihood, economic boycott, 
murder of picked individuals, and carefully plan- 
ned methods of cold-pogrom. Now, after Ger- 
man Jewry has been stripped of its rights as citi- 
zens, more direct methods aiming at their exter- 
mination and expulsion are being inaugurated. 

How can these new developments be met? Up 
to this time, Jews have resorted to protest, parti- 
cipated in the economic boycott of German goods, 
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joined the united front against Nazism, and aided 
in the settlement of refugees in Palestine and 
other countries. These policies, of course, must 
be continued. But new action is also required. 
The conference convened by the American Jewish 
Congress and the Jewish Labor Committee 
adopted a number of forceful resolutions which 
make definite suggestions for dealing with the 
present crisis. Naturally, the conference urged 
the strengthening of the boycott as the most ef- 
fective method of combating Hlitler. The con- 
ference made two noteworthy recommendations. 
It called upon the Congress of the United States 
and the President to express the abhorrence of the 
American people against the policy of persecution 
adopted by the German government not only 
against the Jews of Germany, but against the 
workmen of Germany, the Catholics and all min- 
ority opinion. It also called upon the League of 
Nations to invoke economic sanctions against Ger- 
thany, and appealed to the United States, though 
not a member of the League, to abrogate existing 
trade agreements with Germany and to refrain 
from entering new ones. These major recom- 
mendations, reinforced by several minor sugges- 
tions, indicate a courageous course to be pursued. 
However, it is not enough to appeal to the con- 
science of the civilized world. American Jewry 
must undertake to aid refugees on a larger scale. 

Above all, it must take measures to save Ger- 
man-Jewish youth. The atmosphere of hatred 
and humiliation which they breathe daily will lead 
inevitably to a moral and physical deterioration 
too frightful to contemplate. World Jewry is 
duty-bound to rescue them by rehabilitating their 
lives in Palestine. A chance to live normal lives 
must be given them. 


The Month 


LAND-HUNGER IN PALESTINE 


THE preliminary survey recently submitted by 
‘Dr. Arthur Ruppin to the Jewish Agency at- 
tracts attention to a very important problem. 
Fourteen years ago, the World Zionist organiza- 
tion could boast of only six struggling agricultural 
cooperatives with some 100 families. Now it can 
credit itself with no less than 62 agricultural cen- 
ters which contain a labor population of 12,000. 
In addition, 1500 workers have settled in the 
Kibbutzim (labor camps) and over 5,000 cooper- 
atively-minded laborers work in private colonies, a 
total of more than 20,000 workmen engaged in 
agriculture. 

The most cheering factor in this extraordinary 
record consists in the fact that the agricultural 
growth depends not on the widely heralded orange 
plantations. Planters have indeed increased their 


output from 4,500,000 boxes exported in 1933 to 
5,500,000 in 1934, and within the next five years 
the export may reach an estimated 20,000,000. 
But the prosperity of agricultural cooperatives 
fortunately is independent of the whims of foreign 
markets, The cooperatives are based on a sounder 
economy. Within the last year, their domestic 
sales rose 36%. And yet despite this crescendo, 
for the present they supply only 20% of Jewish 
consumption. Which implies that without taking 
into consideration current sales of vegetables to 
Bagdad and Syria, the home market warrants a 
wide expansion of agricultural colonization. 
Equally cheering is the fact that the success of 
the cooperative method of colonization is now 
beyond dispute. Not only has cooperative colon- 
ization proven the cheapest form of land-settle- 
ment but also the most profitable. Despite chronic 
lack of funds as well as the government’s persis- 
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"The Jews seek out such 
affairs in order to pose 
before the world as perse- 
cuted martyrs... ." 
—Robert Wagner, Nazi 
District Leader for Baden 
(New York Times, 
July 20, 1935) 


III Reich in Caricature 








tent failure to provide adequate roads and to par- 
ticipate in improving water-supply conditions, all 
cooperatives wound up their financial year with 
profits. Moreover, the older cooperatives have 
displayed remarkable powers of adaptability in 
absorbing new settlers. In the face of these facts, 
opposition to the cooperative mode of settlement 
is bound to crumble. Cooperative colonization is 
no longer a “utopian” experiment. It is a going 
concern, 

Yet no matter how gratifying these figures of 
growth, from the standpoint of national coloniz- 
ation they cannot satisfy. After all, only 40,000 
out of a total of 325,000 persons live in the pri- 
vately-owned colonies, Moshavim (workers’ set- 
tlements), Kvutzot (cooperatives) and Kibbutzim 
(labor camps), and of these only two-thirds are 
engaged in agriculture. Despite numerical expan- 
sion, the percentage of the rural population is now 
actually lower than it was in 1928-29. In the in- 
terests of Jewish mass colonization this dispropor- 
tion in national economy must be remedied. 

The Zionist Executive’s colonization program 
aims at a 33% farming population which can be 
attained only by means of carrying out a well- 
planned colonization project. The difficulties in 
the way of realization are not those of personnel. 
In Palestine itself there are at least 8000 families 
who are candidates for settlement on the land and 
there are tens of thousands in the diaspora await- 
ing their turn to immigrate as farmers. Nor is it 
merely a problem of money. The most serious ob- 



























































stacle is rather a lack of soil at the disposal of the 
Jewish National Fund. That problem should be 
grappled with before land speculation becomes un- 
manageable. At present, land prices on the sea- 
board have skyrocketed. To purchase in that dis- 
trict would only be playing into the hands of real 
estate harpies. The National Fund should there- 
fore acquire ground in hitherto untapped territory. 
Experiments in Kiryot Anavim and Atara have 
demonstrated the feasibility of colonizing the hilly 
sections. Money should be provided for obtaining 
those unused areas. Above all, immediate steps 
for acquiring land in the Negev (southern Pales- 
tine) ought to be taken. As Dr. Ruppin points 
out, fifty years ago the Arabian wilderness ex- 
tended from the Arabian peninsula to Rishon Le- 
zion and Rohobot. Gradually Jewish settlers suc- 
ceeded in pushing back the desert to Ruhama. 
Now they can go still further south where a huge 
unoccupied tract of three to four million dunam 
may be recovered. The task is by no means easy 
because no one can be certain of finding a sufh- 
cient water supply. But if even only ten to fifteen 
percent of the Negev soil can be reclaimed, the 
enterprise will be worth-while. 

Settlement and irrigation of the Negev are of 
prime necessity for Jewish colonization. In no 
other way can the land hunger of the ever increas- 
ing numbers who are now immigrating be seated. 
The progress from 100 families to 20,000 work- 
ers should be regarded only as an initial step. The 
next stage should aim at a plan providing for an 
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increase from 20,000 to at least 100,000 Jews 
settled on the land. 


LABOR'S VICTORY IN ZIONISM 


(THE registration of some 1,200,000 voters for 
‘ the 19th Zionist Congress strikingly illustrates 
that the new life in Palestine has a tremendous 
hold on the imagination of the Jewish masses. Op- 
position to Zionism has virtually disappeared 
within all ranks of Jewry because even the most 
stalwart opponent now admits that Palestine can 
at least serve as a country of permanent settlement 
for the tens of thousands who must emigrate from 
Poland and Germany. According to the report of 
the High Commissioner for Refugees, out of a 
total of 80,500 refugees, “the largest number who 
have been settled overseas have gone to Pales- 
tine.” And as to Poland, hundreds of thousands 
are waiting for an opportunity to leave and colon- 
ize their national homeland. In America, as well 
as in other countries, thousands of Jews are clearly 
realizing that Jewish existence as a people has be- 
come impossible without a national center in Pal- 
estine. Under the circumstances, it is not remark- 
able that the number of Jews registering as Zion- 
ists is steadily rising. This increase in Zionist en- 
rollment inevitably has been accompanied by a 
land-slide in favor of the Zionist labor party. As 
long as Zionism was largely a matter of propa- 
ganda, the labor element functioned as a com- 
paratively small group. Now that Zionism has 
become a practical problem of mass colonization 
and industrialization, even the middle classes 
wisely support labor policies. For the Jewish 
bourgoisie can directly participate in the rebuild- 
ing of Palestine in only two ways: either by be- 
coming proletariat themselves or by employing or- 
ganized Jewish labor, battling against speculation, 
and backing the Histadrut. Whence the phenome- 
non of large sections of the Jewish middle class 
supporting the labor ticket in the recent World 
Zionist elections. 


ATLANTIC CITY BLUES 


(THE recent General Zionist Convention viewed 
‘“ the labor victory in the congress elections with 
the startled misgivings of a duck that has hatched 
a swan. The official Zionist platform had patted 
the Histadrut approvingly on the back. Its refer- 
ences to labor expressed a tenderness bordering on 
passion. A righteous quota of pro-labor planks 
had been included. Of course, there were certain 
inevitable reservations, as befits a “non-partisan,” 
“neutral” organization. The pro-labor enthusi- 
asm had to be tempered by a decent regard for the 
sensibilities of less progressive elements. ‘‘Non- 
partisan” is an all-embracing term. Under its 
wings divers chickens come to roost. Side by side 
with encomiums on the fundamental role of labor 
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nestled mysterious pronunciamentos about “class- 
interests” and labor domination. Under the cir- 
cumstances, it is hardly surprising that so large a 
number of American Jews were sceptical of the 
sincerity. of the General Zionist protestations. 
Therefore, the only logical course open to the Gen- 
eral Zionist seriously concerned for the welfare of 
Palestine was to vote the labor ticket. The General 
Zionists fared as badly as they did in the Congress 
elections not because their pro-labor attitude was 
too strong, but because it was too weak. American 
Jewry rightly mistrusted the potency of a mixture 
diluted by so many contradictory ingredients. For 
this reason, 50% of the American electorate pre- 
ferred to take their labor straight by voting Ticket 
Number 2. Instead of cavilling at the more cour- 
ageous groups in their own midst, the conservative 
general Zionist spokesmen should learn to gauge 
the spirit of the times more justly. At the risk of 
appearing quixotic, we suggest that salvation for 
the General Zionists lies in the direction pointed 
out by the vigorous minority at Atlantic City which 
championed labor in no “neutral” terms. At any 
rate the convention is to be congratulated for fin- 
ally allying itself, in its resolutions, with that pro- 
gressive wing of the World Zionist Movement 
which is pro-Histadrut. 


DREYFUS: ZIONIST CATALYTIC 


(XOLONEL ALFRED DREYFUS the storm- 

center of “l’affaire Dreyfus” is dead. Only 
twelve years before his trial Ernest Renan eulo- 
gized the civilization of the French because it 
made no anti-semitic capital of the ethnological 
terms Semite and Aryan. Almost on the heels of 
Renan’s_ congratulations Edouard Drummont 
launched an anti-semitic campaign in which all 
Jews were identified simultaneously with interna- 
tional finance and socialism. L’affaire Dreyfus 
became the climax of profound French political 
forces and Colonel Dreyfus was destined to be 
the catalytic agent of great careers and historical 
forces. The famous cause celebre united the bour- 
geois anti-clerical parties and the socialists of the 
day. It mobilized the great Dreyfusards: the 
conversion to “socialism and freedom of thought” 
by Anatole France; the brilliant oratory against 
the reactionary chauvinism of the clergy and mili- 
tary by Jean Jaurés; the magnificent energy, the 
famous “J’accuse”, and the exile of Emile Zola. 
On January 5, 1895, Colonel Dreyfus, a modest 
soldier whose only contact with Jews limited itself 
to his family, was publicly degraded for treason. 
Among those present at the scene was one, Theo- 
dor Herzl, the Paris correspondent of the Neue 
Freie Presse—a bourgeois gentleman preoccupied 
with the chronicle of French life, moved to no un- 
due social passion. Drummont’s Libre Parole 
then functioned in Paris as Streicher’s Der Stuer- 
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mer does to-day in Berlin. Those who tore the 
epaulettes from the uniform of Dreyfus only suc- 
ceeded in tearing the assimilationist’s blinders 
from the eyes of Theodor Herzl. Seven years 
later Herzl recalled having sat up that ill-omened 
night to write an essay on the Jewish question for 
a French magazine. “The Dreyfus trial . . . which 
I witnessed in Paris in 1894 made me a Zionist.” 
But Dreyfus himself would never permit his de- 
fenders to pose him either as martyr, political 
capital or Jew. When Hitlerism broke out over 
the heads of German Jewry in 1933 Dreyfus is 
said to have exclaimed, as if the self-appraisal of 
his martyrdom had been only a surface conviction: 
“And so my sufferings appear to have been all in 
vain!’ However, it is in the nature of catalysts 
not to know their importance. What Dreyfus 
contributed to the evolution of Zola, Anatole 
France and the French sense of justice has an 
equivalent for us in what he contributed to the 
education of Theodor Herzl. 


NOT ETHIOPIA ALONE 
ppyrtomacy surrounding the efforts to sub- 
jugate Ethiopia has deposited a mountain of 
hypocrisy. Of all the actors on that scene Mus- 
solini does the least blushing. Plainly he wants 
Ethiopia as a strategic land passage between Eri- 
trea and Italian Somaliland; to bolster up an Italy 
in the first stages of forced interior loans; and to 
allay domestic dissatisfaction with glory in the 
jungles. He has been sending his armed troops 
to Africa. He is said to have been giving large 
quantities of silver to various Ethiopian Moslem 
chieftains to evoke (an anti-Christian?) revolt 
and to present the world with a picture of Ethio- 
pian disorder. A dispatch from Jerusalem re- 
ports that all of Italy’s propaganda among the 
Arabs of the Near East to enlist Moslem support 
is futile. The Emir Abdullah of Trans-Jordania 
avers he does not like Mussolini, the Duce’s like- 
ness in photographs to a cheap comedian, his man- 
ner of speaking, and (significantly) his interest in 
the Red Sea. In the wake of this Arab rebuff 
comes a demonstration in Addis Ababa revealing 
the unity of Ethiopian Christians and Moslems, 
accompanied by the cry: “We blacks must stand 
together.” While England is concerned primarily 
about Lake Tsana, which controls the sources of 
the Nile and the cotton market, the alibi aired 
in the House of Commons refers to a barbarous, 
slavery-infested Ethiopia. Meanwhile the League 
has been hesitating to unduly force peace negotia- 
tions — lest war break out! The Red Cross 
has found it timely to remind Ethiopia that it will 
be in a position to succour its sick, wounded and 
dying only if Ethiopia proposes to adhere to civil- 
ized conventions in utilizing the ammunition of 
prospering European manufacturers. The mul- 
tiplication of candidates for Red Cross mercy is 
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being assisted by a French railway, Belgium, 
Czechkoslovakia and even Britain through a boy-. 
cott of arms whose humanity is extended only to. 
Ethiopia. 

To all these friendly advisors the Emperor. 
Haile Sellassie makes some very practical sugges- 
tions. He is quite ready to add to Mussolini’s 
empire a slice of Ethiopia in barter for Zeila on 
the Red Sea belonging to British Somaliland. | If 
the European motive for conquest is to civilize 
Ethiopia, the Emperor is confident that objection 
to the Zeila barter is unreasonable. If members 
of the League are honestly concerned about slav- 
ery in Ethiopia the Emperor (having himself 
done something along these lines according to 
Sir Samuel Hoare, the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
and the Anti Slavery Society) is looking around . 
for better tutelage than that which controls the . 
slave-traficking provinces of Tripoli and Eritrea... 
Perhaps such reasonableness will not convince. | 
Mussolini. On the front page of the Times, Mr. 
Frederick Birchall explains that I] Duce cannot 
withdraw empty-handed because it would mean 
the ruin of his regime and might even cause a 
revolution. In the same paper, Miss Anne Hare 
McCormick explains that “he faces the most dif- 
ficult time since the killing of Giacomo Matteoti, 
the Socialist Deputy, by Fascisti. In many years. . 
this correspondent has not heard such widespread 
open grumbling, particularly among the peasants. 
The people everywhere are restive under the 
tightening of political, economic and _ financial. 
restrictions.” 


Whether the Ethiopian adventure is motivated’ 
by imperialist greed or the desire of the fascist: 
dictatorship to save its face, or both, is less im- 
portant than that again world public opinion is 
practically impotent. As a number of English 
friends of peace put it: “Today it is Abyssinia; 
tomorrow it may be Austria and the day after— 
who knows?” Diplomacy, having deposited a 
mountain, proceeds to crown the top. It poses 
there a skeleton specimen of nineteenth century 
imperialism in the guise of secret Anglo-Italian 
protocols which ceded Ethiopia to Italy as long 
ago as 1891. The world supposed that the 
League of Nations covenant had put the finishing 
touches to a system of diplomatic complications 
which the World War smashed—a covenant 
which the blood of ten millions baptized. Whether 
it be a ghost of the nineteenth century or a victory 
in war which threatens to confer a mandate to 
Italy over Ethiopia, the League of Nations re- 
mains pledged to respect the independence of its 
members. Nor can it yield to the devouring greed 
of capitalism in its fascist dress, and to moulder- 
ing treaties with new glad rags, without justly 
spreading the fear that such rights of minorities 
and mandated countries as we are still enjoying 
may share the fate of Ethiopia. Wherever there 
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are minority peoples in the world, wherever na- 
tional groups are hedged in by the careers of the 
big powers, they are watching the diplomats of 
London, Paris and Rome in the interests not of 
Ethiopia alone. 


ISRAEL'S MISSION IS PEACE? 


S° many dialectical difficulties are solved when 
one knows the nigun. A learned Talmudist 

once explained that the early Christians assumed 
airs of superiority because they did not know that 
particular nigun in which we raise our voice as in 
asking a question. Thus, he explained, the Chris- 
tians read the passage in Talmud, “Love your 
friends; hate your enemies,” as though the second 
part of the command were equal with the first. 
The cantillation signs of this passage, however, 
indicate that a question mark follows enemies. The 
passage therefore reads, “Love your friends, hate 
then your enemies?”’ The same nigun is neces- 
sary to read the well known tailor’s sign: 

“Fink & Fink 

What do you think 

I press suits for nothing?” 

Perhaps this is the nigun in which the members 
of the Central Conference of American Rabbis 
read the oft repeated slogan “Israel’s Mission is 
Peace” or recite the passage in Pirke Abot—“Be 
ye disciples of Aaron, loving peace and pursuing 
it.” What does “pursuing” mean? Chasing it 
away from you. At least such argument would 
have been more traditional, if not more convinc- 
ing, than the reasons given by certain Rabbis when 
their Conference voted down the resolution to op- 
pose all forms of war. The fine report prepared 
by Rabbi Max Currick pointed out the imminence 
of war, listed the practical steps which the Con- 
ference could take to strengthen the forces of 
peace, such as adherence to the World Court, the 
League of Nations, abolition of compulsory mili- 
tary training, repeal of the Exclusion Act, etc. etc. 
The report ended with the resolution: “that the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis recom- 
mended to its members that they refuse to sup- 
port any war in which this country or any country 
may engage on the ground that war is a denial of 
all for which religion stands.” 

This was too much for the leaders of the people 
whose greeting is Shalom (Peace). Rabbi Feld- 
man rose to include the amendment: “except in 
case of invasion of continental United States.” 
Rabbi Heller insisted that war does not deny all 
for which religion stands. The Rabbi, safely past 
the draft age, probably believes that war purifies 
the soul and draws the best out of men (including 
their bowels, let us remind him). Rabbi Barron of 
Milwaukee reminded the assembly that “‘it is the 
duty of religion to support war .to repel an 
enemy.” The Rabbi must have an itch for a 
Chaplain’s uniform. He’ll show the world that re- 
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ligion isn’t a sissy’s business! The leader of Re- 
form Jewry in Indianapolis, the Rev. Dr. Morris 
M. Feuerlicht declared that “the resolution ought 
to be put in the waste basket.’”’ The Rabbi, we 
wager, keeps his sermons on peace in a steel 
cabinet. 

We agree with our liberal contemporary, The 
Nation, in labelling this as pure casuistry and in 
saying once again “caution won a victory over de- 
cency and courage.” 

Has Hearst scared our Rabbis? Or are they 
hard-boiled realists who would rather serve as 
Chaplains than practice silent devotion with Con- 
scientious Objectors? Or do they hold that since 
capitalism is another form of war, they must tol- 
erate one as they do theother—bringing Scrip- 
ture to the side that butters their bread? 

Whatever be the reason, we recommend to the 
young men who will come back from the shambles 
of the next war—that they write these rabbinical 
defences of war on parchment. Then, when these 
self-same disciples of peace woo their congre- 
gants to tears by their heart-rending descriptions 
of the butcheries of war—make them eat their 
words as our forefathers did with the women 
taken in adultery. The Lord of Hosts himself 
must be convinced of the unmitigated knavery of 
modern war. He would have a thing or two to 
say to these militaristic ministers. It would be- 
gin, we think: “Ye have whored after strange 
Gods, Ye have backslid.” 


SUMMER. PRICKLES 
(THE American variety of anti-semitism, which 

like all other brands knows no season, becomes 
most prickly during the heat. Then as at no other 
time, prejudices against intimate association with 
Jews erupt openly, and rashly. The crop this year 
is particularly abundant. New England regularly 
sends into the port of New York its rustic reluc- 
tance to have dealings with Jews. This home- 
grown product comes in the form of choice fruit, 
like the Maine boarding-housekeeper who wrote 
a lady of our acquaintance a three-page glowing 
description of her camp, ending with “We accom- 
modate only gentiles. I am sure you will like... 
Everybody does.” Or else a more common specie 
may be found by the bushel in the open market of 
the New York Times. A survey of its classified 
columns yields a cross-section of the rural hotels’ 
animadversion toward the tribe of Israel. Dislike 
of accepting Jewish guests usually falls into three 
categories: the sly, the dignified, and the out- 
spoken. The first is exemplified by the manage- 
ment of an estate at Cheshire, Mass., in the catty 
You-wink-at-me and I'll-wink-at-you mood of 
“references exchanged.” But some of the Dutch 
are downright brusque. One such owner of a farm 
in the Catskills intimates No Jews Wanted in her 
bustling warning: “references, please.” By the 
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more oracular method of “‘selected guests,” a sum- 
mer-place at Mystic, Conn. flaunts its ‘“‘discrimi- 
nation.” Capping such covert clannishness is the 
avowed distaste for Jewish boarders of one Rhine- 
beck, N. Y. publican who advertises “Christian 
ownership.” In the field of resort rentals, too, the 
worm of prejudice wriggles through the anonymity 
of ads. Beneath the boards For Rent, For Sale 
lurks the highly significant word “restricted,” 
coupled with “gentile” on a throw-away blotter by 
one enterprising realtor. Evidently it’s good bus- 
iness to exploit one’s Christianity. Our interest 
was intrigued by the specific “thoughtful restric- 
tions” of Pine Lakes, Pompton, N. J. at which 
colony everything except inhabitants, apparently, 
retains its ‘unspoiled natural beauty.’ Other ads 
invite speculation. Out in one Jersey beach, 
where ‘“‘woods and sand, sea and lake meet,”’ they 
want no contact with Jews. Is that why the “little 
waves chuckle” there? 

But the prickly-heat of Jew-consciousness is not 
confined alone to Gentile innkeepers. The Jewish 
middle class of America is inoculated, too. Many 
Jewish camp hosts soliciting patronage from liber- 
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al-magazine readers advise, beside the necessary 
“kosher” and the more choice “‘dietary cuisine,” 
that the atmosphere is “refined.” This necessity 
for stating that you can rough-it in their super- 
genteel, yet Jewish, milieu does not restrict itself 
to the country. For right in New York City, per- 
sons wanting living-quarters give evidence of an 
inverted anti-semitism. There is the instance of 
the “honest American Hebrew” who desires an 
inexpensive room, as well as that of the “‘young 
business man, Hebrew, studious, athletic, non- 
smoker” who will share his apartment. And wit- 
ness the numerous Jewesses, in search of congenial 
room-mates, who always put themselves in the 
category of “cultured”! What a contrast to the 
simple, and sad, notice of “Young woman. Ger- 
man Jew, wishes sleeping accommodations and 
meals at minimum rate.” Her bleak need and 
humble honesty might well shame into sanity of 
race pride that large element of American Jewry 
which mistakenly take refuge from bald reality by 
the false notion that a Hebrew is somehow less 
objectionable than a Jew They, too, despite self- 
consciousness face the unmistakable sign — ‘‘No 
Jews wanted here.” 


TEN YEARS OF THE "DAVAR" 


THE Palestine labor movement has never been 

without its own press. As far back as 1904, 
when the workers numbered a few hundred, they 
boasted two labor weeklies, the “Hapoel Hat- 
zair”’, which despite its size became not only a 
leading polemical but literary journal, and the 
Socialist labor weekly “Achdut’. With the influx 
of fresh thousands of immigrants, the labor press 
developed proportionately. The tenth birthday 
of the “Davar’’, the great Palestinian labor news- 
paper, shows how significant this development has 

een. 


The “Davar” was started in 1925, the period 
when the fourth (middle-class) alyah from Poland 
threatened to destroy the hard-won achievements 
of the working-class. To combat the reactionary 
tendencies of this immigration, labor forged a new 
weapon although then the working class numbered 
not more than 7000. The paper was not published 
by professional journalists. It was the work of a 
few labor leaders and workers who became jour- 
nalists in answer to the need of the time as in- 
evitably as intellectuals had become agricultural 
workers in the pioneering period. They must be 
thanked for the fact that the Palestinian working 
class today presents a homogeneous, well articu- 
lated group. In the last ten years the number of 
workers has grown from 7000 to 70,000. That 
this growth has been a process of organic develop- 
ment dominated by a fundamental idea, instead of 


merely a process of chaotic accretion in which in- 
dividuals from different countries, with different 
languages and different convictions formed a dis- 
organized mass, has been in large measure the 
work of the “Davar”. Through its daily clarifi- 
cation of issues, the ‘‘Davar” welded the Jewish 
workers to a firm unity. 

The “Davar’ has played a leading part in 
many fields—the struggle for national autonomy, 
the creation of various institutions, the safeguard- . 
ing of the working-class position, the delicate 
sphere of Arab-Jewish relations where it has dis- 
played consistent tact and generosity. 

One must not disregard the purely cultural 
influence of the “Davar.” Not only has this 
paper been intelligently receptive to new talent 
(most of Rachel’s poems appeared originally in 
the “Davar’’) but it has evolved a special rela- 
tionship with its readers. There is a constant 
stream of communication between the editors and 
the public. Literally thousands of workers have 
expressed their viewpoints or shared their impres- 
sions through the medium of the “Davar”. The 
editors, Berl Katznelson, Moishe Beilinson, Zal- 
man Rubashow, Moishe Tchertak, David Zakai 
and their collaborators are to be congratulated on 
their extraordinary achievement. The next ten 
years will see the further growth of the working- 
class in Palestine. We know that the “Davar” 
will play its part of leadership and enlightenment 
as brilliantly in the next decade as it has in the last. 
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Prejudice on Parade 


MILADY 


PEOPLE go to Washington because they have 

been elected to go there. People go to Wash- 
ington because they have failed to be elected to 
go there. And some people simply elect to go to 
Washington. 

Milady was one who chose to go to Washirg- 
ton—at least twice a year—in order to keep in 
touch with things and doubtless to impress her 
friends with the way she kept in touch with things. 

They met at the Capitol one morning. Both 
had forgotten that the Supreme Court did not 
assemble until high noon. Since two hours hung 
on their hands, they accepted the guard’s sugges- 
tion that they might be entertained’ by the Senate 
committee, which was at that very moment in- 
vestigating a prominent banker. They strolled 
down the hall towards the elevator. 


The discussion soon centered on the New Deal. 
Was the young man a good democrat? The 
young man awoke from his academic naivité and 
for the first time realized that his reactions to 
Professor Warren’s gold theories and Secretary 
Wallace’s pig massacres were to be predicated 
not on economic theory or statistics, but on the 
political faith of his father and grandfather. Too 
bad. His grandfather had never heard of the 
Democratic Party, his father was an enrolled 
democrat, and the young man was interested only 
in economic theory and statistics. Milady, though, 
was a good democrat and yet she was no end dis- 
turbed by some of the recent tendencies. 

“T just can’t stomach the New Deal. It doesn’t 
make sense. Why, I could never run my house- 
hold if the hours of the servants were limited. 
My poor husband would have to go without his 
dinner if he arrived too late, and the children 
would not be attended to if they arrived too early. 
And these strikers the country over are simply 
horrible. Here they have these short hours and 
still they are not satisfied. It’s hard not to lose 
one’s faith in the Democratic Party. Let’s hope 
that the Supreme Court will help us out.” 

The elevator arrived and they went down to 
take the underground subway to the Senate build- 
ing. 

“What do you think of the Court? Rather a 
remarkable group of men, J should say.” 

“Frankly, madam, now that Mr. Holmes is no 
more, I find only two of the justices truly inter- 
esting—Brandeis and Cardozo.” 

“Oh, Mr. Justice Brandeis, why yes, my hus- 
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band and he were members of the same boat club 
many years ago—that was when we still lived in 
Boston. And he attended to my legal work and 
to my husband’s. Quite a remarkable man con- 
sidering the fact that . . . oh, you are not by any 
chance ... a, a, Jewish. . .? 

“No, not by chance, by birth.” 

““A most remarkable man, a most remarkable 
rs 

The subway train just did not come. 


GOING TO THE RACES 


I STOPPED the car and in jumped the two lads. 

They were on their way to Saratoga to see the 
turf fly. It was two years now that they had 
failed to sneak away from home but the recollec- 
tion of their earlier excursions was still vivid. To- 
day’s jaunt had a special significance. It presaged 
the return of the good old times when they had 
made weekly trips to the track. Only a few days 
ago their father’s wages had been increased from 
ten to fourteen dollars; this was considerably be- 
low the thirty he had once earned, but the turn 
had definitely come. 

They were natives of Italian heritage and mur- 
dered English as expertly as the Mafia had once 
murdered their relatives. However, their parents 
had been in this country long enough to forsake 
the teachings of the Vicar of Rome in favor of 
the preachings of the Anglican minister, Mr. 
Malthus. 

We managed to chat, even though the words 
spoken far outnumbered those understood, and it 
was not very long before we were at the track. 
I wished them a pleasant afternoon and hoped 
that they would have no difficulty in finding the 
loose boards which were their tickets of admission. 

They thanked me for the ride and assured me 
they would enjoy themselves heartily, despite the 
fact that the Saratoga races there were always 
so many Negroes, Jews and other foreigners. 


PEACE ON EARTH 


THE ladies were dozing. The men were bored. 
And the speaker gave every indication that 
he knew it. 

This was the third meeting of the Good-Will 
Group, formed several months ago to increase 
harmony among the members of the three reli- 
gions. Crude antagonisms and prejudices among 
followers of the different faiths were to be eradi- 
cated by frequent social and intellectual contact. 








erry 
club 


and 
con- 
any 


cable 


lads. 
> the 
had 
lec. 
To- 
ged 
had 
days 
rom 
3 be- 


turn 


nur- 
once 
ents 
sake 
r of 


Mr. 


ords 
id it 
ack. 
ped 
the 
ion. 
me 


the 


rays 


red. 
hat 


Vill 
ase 
-eli- 
ong 


adi- 








AUGUST 1935 


The president was an ex-Yankee who had spent 
the greater part of his life on the west coast: his 
intelligence, learning and behavior stamped him 
as an unusual man. The host, this evening, was 
the Reform Rabbi; his twenty-odd guests included 
two Catholic priests, a Presbyterian, a Congrega- 
tionalist and a Unitarian minister, several judges 
and professional and business people—more or 
less evenly divided among the three faiths. 

Many of the guests had never before been in 
the house of a Rabbi and during the first few 
minutes they were just a little tense. But they 
soon discovered that the walls were lined with 
beautiful sets of Dickens, Thackeray, and Scott: 
there was not a single old and musty Hebrew 
tome in view. Moreover, the furniture and the 
decorations were neither foreign nor esoteric; no, 
just the usual embellishments one would find in 
the home of any successful bourgeois. 

The Congregationalist minister spoke of the 
unhappy state of affairs which made such a Good- 
Will Group necessary. It was a blot on western 
civilization that an organization should have to 
be formed to aid neighbors to live in peace. But 
he was frank to admit that educational efforts 
along these lines were necessary and he was happy 
to note that they were increasing throughout the 
length and breadth of the country. The question 
was raised whether the missionary activities of 
the Protestants did not interfere greatly with all 
movements which aimed at inter-faith cooperation. 
Clearly, many followers of Luther and Calvin 
proved that they could not accept other religions 
as equals. The minister, however, hastened to 
point out that in his Church there existed a great 
clevage between conservatives and liberals. The 
left wing, to which he belonged, did not look with 
favor upon missionary activities, and he therefore 
preferred to offer no defense of missions. But if 
a defense were necessary, he wished to emphasize 
that Protestants devoted almost all their efforts to 
converting the heathen—the Chinese, Hindus and 
Zulus. 

The host spoke next. He explained that the 
Jews could contribute little: more than their pray- 
ers to the present undertaking, for they did not 
have to be encouraged to live in peace with their 
neighbors. They were the victims, not the crea- 
tors, of prejudices. True, the charge had been 
made from time to time that the Jews were an 
exclusive and stiff-necked people, but any unbiased 
observer must admit that their isolation was dic- 
tated by others, not chosen. by themselves. The 
Rabbi concluded his remarks with a stirring ap- 
peal for a revision of the Sunday School curricu- 
lum which, in his opinion, did so much to sow the 
seeds of anti-semitism. 

The Catholic priest began by dwelling on the 
inherent difficulties which confronted his Church 
when it attempted to cooperate in inter-faith 
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movements. He knew that many present won- 
dered why the Catholic Church alone refused to 
take part in a communal Thanksgiving service. 
The explanation was really very simple. 

“There exist certain absolute truths”, said the 
Catholic priest, “and these cannot be compro- 
mised. The Church bases its religious services 
upon these absolute beliefs and hence must de- 
mand that all its members worship according to 
the established ritual. Of course, the Church is 
perfectly willing to acknowledge the rights of 
non-believers to pray as they see fit; but the 
Church cannot compromise. For instance, if a 
chiropractor, a homeopath, a Christian Scientist, 
and a reputable surgeon were called in on a case, 
they would be likely to disagree on the diagnosis, 
and more likely to disagree on the therapy. Now, 
nobody could suggest that the surgeon should 
modify his ideas in order to approximate those 
of the others.” 

The Church, however, was most desirous of 
aiding all movements aimed at increasing har- 
mony among men, for the Church, itself, suffered 
grieviously from oppression in Russia, in Mexico 
and in Germany. 

That set it off. Germany had been mentioned. 
A chorus of vituperation was audible. At last, 
a common basis had been found. All agreed. 
The evening was advancing and the hostess de- 
cided to pour tea. Soon afterward, the party 
broke up. 

On the drive back to town, the ex-Yankee pres- 
ident passed his country club and thought it might 
be a good idea to stop and have a drink. But 
he suddenly remembered that the Jewish physician 
and the Catholic judge who were riding with him 
would not be very welcome. 


HITLER MOVES WEST 


(THE executives of the bank were in conference, 

though there really was very little to discuss. 
Deposits were decreasing, bonds were falling, and 
the cash reserves were being rapidly depleted. 
There was a constant fear of run or ruin. The 
morrow could bring only sorrow. They ae 
at each other and said nothing. 

Then, the young vice-president began to spel 
He admitted that the economic morass had set 
him to thinking, and about a month ago he had 
stumbled upon an important problem, gentlemen; 
he had stumbled on the problem of the Jew. Since 
then, he had pursued the subject intensely and as 
a result had a suggestion to make. The bank 
must cease making loans to Jews. There could 
be no doubt that they were untrustworthy and 
dangerous debtors; clearly they cared little for 
reputation. With them, it was much money and 
a bad name every time, rather than a good name 
and no money. 
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The majority of the executives had not taken 
to scholarly pursuits and they were neither im- 
pressed nor unimpressed by the observations of 
their young colleague. But the president had been 
reading and thinking ever since the depression of 
the 1890's and he did not remain silent. He sug- 
gested that the matter be tabled for a month and 
that, in the interim, two clerks be put to checking 
the records. 

The subject was never referred to again. The 
president informed the young man that the files 
showed no Jew had ever defaulted on his loan, 
not one in the last thirty years. 

Some day, the young man will doubtless be 
president of that bank. 


HEIL ! 


J DID not share the general prejudices ot 


* southernersagainst the Childrenof Israel, 
for he was no southerner. Yet, he was not over- 
fond of the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. And justly so. For many years ago, in 
his native land, he had undergone three most 
disturbing experiences. 

Born and bred in one of the industrial cities of 
England, H. J. as a young man had courted one 
of the daughters of Esther, for he found her 
comely. To his advances, however, her family 
soon put an end by refusing her permission to 
marry one of the uncircumcised. 
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Soon thereafter, H. J. had found himself once 
again face to face with the defenders of the true 
faith: this time he asked a favor which he thought 
could hardly be denied, even to the unbelieving. 
He desired to join their golf club; it lay but a 
stone’s throw from his house while the Christian 
clubs were at the far end of town. After due 
deliberation, for the members were somewhat 
puzzlea, his application was turned down. The 
board informed him that the admission of a stran- 
ger would place both the stranger and the mem- 
bers on the defensive, an attitude uncongenial to 
all. 

At the turn of the century when H. J. had been 
in the colonial service, Palestine was a strip of 
arid land under the tyranny of an indolent ruler 
who spent his time in Constantinople. H. J. 
thought that the acquaintances of whom he had 
sought to make friends would gain greatly if their 
native land were once again under their control; 
this security would make them less shy of stran- 
gers. He set about studying population, acreage, 
crop yields, land prices. It was not long before 
he saw that most of the land could be purchased 
very cheaply. Now H. J. knew that if the weal- 
thy Jews the world over would contribute to a 
joint fund, the money could be raised without 
great difficulty. But once again, these queer peo- 
ple acted queerly. They simply were not inter- 
ested. 

Since then H. J. has lost interest. 


CHAIM NACHMAN BIALIK 


YEAR has passed since the death of Chaim 
Nachman Bialik, and within that period we 
have begun to understand the measure of the loss 
which Palestine and the Jewish people has suf- 
fered with his death. Those who have known 
Bialik only as the great poet, set apart from man- 
kind by his incomparable gift, have known only 
part of the man; while those to whom his name 
is merely a rumor of greatness have not known 
him at all. Of few men could it be said that they 
made their genius an instrument for their useful- 
ness, but it can be said without qualification of 
Bialik. He might have been content—and who 
would have blamed him?—to remain forever in 
his ivory tower, inaccessible to the immediate tasks 
of Palestine. He might have asserted—and who 
would have quarreled with him?—that his 
achievements in the world of song had absolved 
him from all other obligations. But it is a remark- 
able fact that Bialik used the immense reputation 
which his poetic utterances had won for him to 
make more effective his work in what may be 
called formal, higher-educational fields. Those 
that came to hear Bialik at the Oneg Shabbat in 
Tel Aviv might have expected some discourse in 
the manner of a poet on an unworldly theme. But 
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Bialik was an incomparable teacher. He was a 
lecturer of infinite grace. He touched learning 
with color and charm and a strange, poetical at- 
tractiveness. He made the Oneg Shabbat a na- 
tional institution. Still more important, and more 
remarkable, was his laborious contribution to 
scholarship, his work on the editions of the clas- 
sics, his eager cooperation in a field which one 
would have thought wholly alien to him—the pro- 
duction of literature for the children of Palestine. 
But over and above all these individual contribu- 
tions, there was the massive example which he 
was: the spiritual purity of the purpose of the 
Jewish homeland. His muse had long been silent, 
or only fitfully vocal, but his labor for Palestine 
had never ceased; and whatever one may have 
hoped for still from the wayward poet, one felt 
secure in believing that this man, in the prime of 
his intellectual powers, would continue to help in 
molding the character of the nascent Jewish: 
homeland. The need for such men is greatest 
now; and we are finding out how hard it is to 
draw from the memory of his greatness even a 
fraction of the inspiration which his living pres- 
ence awakened. 

MAURICE SAMUEL 
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YOUTH in Action 


JEWISH YOUTH CONFERENCE 
The ' Resolutionery" Way Out 


(More than three hundred delegates, representing one 
hundred Jewish youth organizations, ten of them national, 
met at the Hotel Astor in New York City on June 9, 1935, 
under the auspices of the Youth Division of the American 
Jewish Congress. The following papers submitted to Jew- 
ish Frontier, the one by M. Green written under a pseudo- 
nym, constitute a criticism of the conference and two coun- 
ter-discussions by members of the Youth Division—The 
Editors) 


ECAUSE when two Jews get together at least 

three opposing philosophies are born, the idea 
of brethern dwelling together in unity has always 
exercised a peculiar romantic fascination for the 
Jewish people. By reason of our chronic diversi- 
ties and a compensating desire to overcome them, 
however, we are somewhat inclined to mistake 
the crowing of the rooster for the sweet cooing 
of the dove of peace. The vision of a Jewish 
youth conscious of its mission and of the tasks 
which it will soon undertake, coming together to 
deliberate upon its common program is an inspir- 
ing one. Any step in that direction deserves en- 
couragement and support. But was the Metro- 
politan Youth Conference held in the gilded ball- 
room of the Hotel Astor on June 9 under the 
auspices of the Youth Division of the American 
Jewish Congress the crowing of the rooster or the 
cooing of the dove? 

Some 300 delegates, representing every type of 
Jewish youth organization from social fraternities 
to the League Against War and Fascism, were in- 
vited, as the prospectus ran, “‘to establish a me- 
dium for the crystallization and public expression 
of the opinion of Jewish youth on problems affect- 
ing Jews in general and Jewish youth in particular, 
with a view to collective (sic) action”. The dele- 
gates were divided into eight “‘seminars” to deal 
with anti-semitism, the 1936 Olympics, good-will 
relations, student problems, economic discrimina- 
tion, the synagogue, Zionism, and communal relief. 

But this imposing facade turned out to be only 
a disguised barnyard for the crowing roosters. 
Instead of any attempt to obtain “collective 
action”, there was only a feverish bustle to have 
resolutions drafted and passed. As one delegate re- 
marked, the conference was “resolutionary Juda- 
ism” developed to its highest degree. Instead of 
sincerely carrying out the seminar idea, and pro- 
viding a worthwhile forum for a mutual inter- 
change of opinions and philosophies, the youth 
division leaders of the American Jewish Congress, 
with an eye toward publicity, attempted to stam- 


pede all opposition and curtail all discussion, so 
that resolutions could be passed and placed on 
record. 

Instead of arriving at unity by allowing the 
free expression of diverse viewpoints, unity was 
dictated from the top and important differences 
glossed over. All this in the name of democracy. 

Further, the conference was limited by the astig- 
matic conception of its purpose which its leaders 
held. As Mr. Maurice R. Whitebook confessed 
in his opening address, the purpose of the Youth 
Division of the American Jewish Congress was 
“the defense of civil rights, fear of oppression, 
mass persecution and racial bigotry”. This nega- 
tive view colored the whole conference. True, 
there were seminars on good-will relations and 
Zionism which broke the shell and attempted to 
arrive at positive solutions. But, on the whole, 
the entire conference was so taken up with the 
problem of self-defense in a narrow sense that 
little attention was paid to long-range programs 
of reconstruction. 

This lack of direction particularly manifested 
itself when it came to voting upon the resolutions 
which had been wrung out of the “seminars”. 
When a resolution urging support of a socialist 
economic order was presented, the Conference 
practically unanimously defeated it because, as one 
of its spokesmen declared, “That is politics and 
we are concerned with the Jewish problem”. Yet, 
another resolution favoring the Lundeen Bill for 
unemployment insurance was just as unanimously 
passed. This, despite the fact that except under 
a collectivist order its enforcement, if not its en- 
actment, would be impossible. 

The basic assumption upon which the Youth 
Conference rested, was that the Jewish problem 
may be isolated, spoken of in its own terms, and 
solved as if by some magic through the ‘‘demo- 
cratic organization” of Jews alone. But these 
contradictory resolutions point to the impossibility 
of proclaiming unity by fiat. The spade-work 
must first be done. There is no unity in Jewish 
thought and action because there is no Jewish com- 
munity out of which it can spring. The way to 
create that community is through discussion, re- 
search, exchange of ideas and opposing philoso- 
phies. This, in their hasty desire to show imme- 
diate results, the Youth Division leaders refused 
to do. They are to be commended for adopting 
the fine and fruitful idea of the seminar. But, 
why did they succumb to the lure of publicity and 
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the desire to get the name of their organization 
on the front pages? In so mistaking the form 
of unity for its substance they worked actual harm. 
The benefit to be derived from any such Youth 
Congress, particularly a first youth conference, 
should have been not to decide definitely on a 
program but to provide the sort of intellectual 
and emotional outlet for Jewish youth which, 
even though it result in diversity, is the only true 
method of self-expression. Jewish youth has not 
yet been called to take up the race where the 
elders falter; there is still time, there is indeed 
the primary necessity, for deliberation, under- 
standing, conflict. Out of this welter, a genuine 
community and a generation of leaders will be 
born. 

This is all the more true because resolutions are 
powerless to effect any of the results they en- 
visage. Of what avail is it to express opposition 
“to the quota system in all its variations and 
manifestations at colleges and universities”? Is 
there any difference of opinion on this elementary 
issue? It is to the causes and remedies of the 
quota system that discussion should be turned. 
And if resolutions were to be drawn up, why 
should there not have been one expressing oppo- 
sition to the methods employed by the Federation 
executives in the lockout of the hospital workers? 
The Youth Conference was carefully directed 
away from these specific issues, and watered down 
to the least common denominator upon which 
agreements could be reached. 

One of the most encouraging results of this 
first conference was the vigorous interest display- 
ed by the participants, the desire to do something, 
to build a monument to the future with all the 
eager fire of youth. It is this energy which, if 
tapped, can establish the foundation for a healthy 
Jewish communal life. For the rank and file of 
the delegates to the conference came with real- 
ism, if not without certain dogmatisms. This 
was refreshing. They saw clearly enough that 
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“an unstable economic order” was the basic cause 
of anti-semitism today, though other influences 
govern its various manifestations. They recog- 
nized the need for a long-range program of public 
school education, organized on a national scale 
by the federal government to eliminate the early 
myths and misconceptions in young children which 
are at the root of prejudice. They expressed a 
desire to support all programs for a revivified 
Jewish culture, particularly the Hebrew Univer- 
sity. 

But, withal, too much of this energy was di- 
verted toward resolution-making for the glory 
and prestige of the Youth Division hosts. They 
deserve credit for their pioneering in this first 
meeting of its kind, but it would have been to 
their greater renown if there were less playing to 
the grandstands and if, in order to defray the 
expenses of the conference, they had not resorted 
to a benefit at the Brooklyn Paramount movie 
house featuring none other than Mae West in 
“Going to Town”. Next year, a conference of 
Jewish Youth Organizations representing the en- 
tire Atlantic seaboard is planned. It is to be 
earnestly hoped that notwithstanding the addit- 
ional expense involved it will not be necessary to 
hire Billy Minsky’s burlesque. 

And in the next conference, some self-efface- 
ment and appropriate modesty on the part of the 
Youth Division leaders of the American Jewish 
Congress would lend it a dignity and a value 
which this first one lacked. A two or three day 
program of seminars for the purpose of exchang- 
ing opinions and ideas would be one of the most 
constructive methods yet discovered for the self- 
expression of Jewish youth. Let the Youth Divi- 
sion take the credit for providing the opportunity 
of discussion and debate. But let them, if pos- 
sible, sacrifice their own prestige to the real 
needs of the Jewish community. Are they willing 
to pay the price? 

M. GREEN. 


Towards A Democratic Organization 


SIR: 

Your anonymous correspondent’s critique, ‘The 
‘Resolutionary’ Way Out’, was honestly inspired, but 
the author is either ignorant of or unwilling to under- 
stand the conception and evolutionary growth of the 
Jewish youth congress movement. Intimate knowledge 
of its institution and better acquaintance with the ex- 
pansion of its ideology would have enjoined greater 
indulgence. 

A congress is not a private club maintained for the 
enrichment of its few members. It is, rather, an in- 
tangible structure possessing infinite capacity for em- 
bracing all organizations which, finding in it a com- 
mon denominator, objectionable to none, would par- 
ticipate in its purposed deliberations and jointly point 
its direction and destination. Its cloth is a tent, not a 
suiting draped to the figure of one of its participants. 


Pioneers in Youth Division imbued with the vision 
of a consultative congress for all Jewish youth organi- 
zations set about creating the structure. 

Ground-clearing, tent-raising, clarification of pro- 
gram — cajoling of participants into the show — a 
novelty for Jewish youth — were not the work of a 
fortnight. The “leaders” of Youth Division were 
variously affiliated with organizations which were later 
to sit in the conference. Theirs was the dual task of 
molding a program acceptable to all and of establish- 
ing the liason. Sensitive to the responsibility 
involved in delimiting the scope of the seminars, the 
advice of individuals other than members of Youth 
Division was sought. The agenda of each seminar was 
fixed in large part by these “strangers”, nor, does it 
seem, is any criticism made on that score by your an- 
onymous correspondent. 
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For the furnishing of man-power and the dicta- 
tion of modus operandi Youth Division accepts the 
responsibility. Someone had to do the work! Sem- 
inar chairmen were not avowed members of our or- 
ganization, and the preference for “‘strangers” was 
deliberate. Conference participation was unqualifiedly 
open to all organizations without distinction or dis- 
crimination by reason cf parental servitude; borough 
councils of Youth Division were permitted only pro- 
portional representation and constituted a _ frac- 
tional part of the assembly; some seventy-five organi- 
zations were represented, and, apparently, capably 
represented. Where, then, was the domination by the 
Youth Division. which your anonymous critic found so 
distasteful ? 

In the review of any criticism one must find a point 
of departure upon which the judge of other men’s 
doings reveals his own “prejudice” — and who is free 
of them? — and once that point is found the validity 
of his analysis may be intelligenty accepted or denied. 
As I read his article, your anonymous reporter found 
his conception of the purpose of the conference “‘col- 
ored’”’ by a remark read by me in my statement of its 
purpose. Let us see. I said that the “roots” of the 
congress movement were “defense of civil rights, fear 
of oppression, mass persecution and racial bigotry”. 
(I affirm now that those unsocial elements will always 
give birth to a minority nationalist defense movement 
among all sects in the race-class affected!). Your an- 
onymous communicant must have brought his “‘preju- 
dices’’ with him to the conference( was he present?), 
because my confession of creed so shocked his sense 
of ‘color’ that he did not hear the rest of the state- 
ment. 

To characterize an address, a question should be 
more than just a chipped piece of a phrase. In an- 
mouncing the purpose of the conference, as dis- 
tinguished from the purpose of Youth Division, I 
said that we had labored to express the problems con- 
fronting American Jewish youth and to find and apply 
solutions to those problems; that “it is obvious that 
the problem can only be taced if Jews freely and openly 
take counsel and reach decisions together through the 
medium or instrumentality of a responsible democratic 
organization embracing all Jews”. — “The Congress 
movement offers an orderly method of free discussion 
and agreement—”. In allowing for neutral differ- 
ences of opinion among men, we hope to secure fuller 
understanding of basic problems, I said, and added: 
“On the other hand, when action is contemplated, 
some decision must be made. Then some one opinion 
must be accepted as the basis of action—But when 
a decision is made all division should cease. Only so 
can effective action result”. (No joker is intended, 
but the latter quotation was “‘lifted” from an address 
by Louis Brandeis and proper acknowledgment made 
by me). This was my peroration: ‘This is the forum 
at which American Jewish youth may take counsel, ex- 
change honest differences of opinion and arrive at that 
unity of action which our present leaders so frequently 
demand but so rarely achieve.” ‘ 

There are other points of departure. Critic-baiting 
is not a desirable hot-weather pastime, either indoors 
or out, however, and I will not challenge the unknown 
reviewer to declare which of those he subscribes to or 
rejects. Perhaps “prejudice” will too conspicuously 
out, and, concededly, there are others who share his 
views. We greet them as intellectually truthful, but 
accord them fair treatment. 

“Crowing roosters” is an effective literary phrase, 
but its employment to describe a group of debaters 


15 


is typical of a condescending state of mind which is, 
today, among Jews, unwarranted paternalism—the 
frayed cuff displayed with proud unconcern — the ten- 
acious and irrational clinging to a decadent philosophy 
of patronizing. 

As for the “resolutions”: their substance is not here 
open to contradiction. Charge them to the general 
assembly, the seventy-five organizations which pro- 
duced them. But let your anonymous objector grant 
some measure of credit to the sincerity with which 
their exposition was attended. 

Of course, the sessions were too short, and discus- 
sions too hurried and time-conscious. But the con- 
ference was the first of its kind in the metropolitan 
area, Many, more valuable results other than re- 
actions to the technique employed were obtained from 
this experiment. 

On “‘self-effacement’’: I must confess that party dis- 
cipline is completely lacking in Youth Division, else 
these lines would suffer the censor’s knife. We have 
not unfortunately, the legislative power to curb per- 
sonalities and must blush with our brethren. When 
next we seek masters of ceremony for the conduct 
of a conference, the suggestions of all, including your 
anonymous protestant, will be received. 

We shall meet again, we delegates to a Jewish youth 
conference, and we shail take deeper counsel of each 
other; and we shall re-examine the “resolutions” of 
yesterday. Would any one blame youth for seeking 
to utilize a forum for the crystallization of conflicting 
views on common problems — for the adoption, dem- 
ocratically, of reform resolutions calling for self-help 
through unity of action? Or would your anonymous 
observer prefer to sit in his seat of the mighty while 
his brethren discuss themselves into oblivion? The an- 
onymous critic might have more pertinently pointed out 
the delegates’ failure to prescribe certain methods of 
achieving the ends desired—a charted way up, not 
merely a resolutionary way out. 

MAURICE R. WHITEBOOK 
Member Executive Committee, 
Youth Section, American Jewish Congress. 


Formula For Collective Action 


SIR: 

It will not be necessary for me to reply at length 
to this article for, despite its anonymity and its some- 
what oracular approach to the problem, the author’s 
objections to opinion are generally well taken. 

I agree that a two or three day program of sem- 
inars would have provided a more adequately con- 
sidered set of resolutions which might have eliminated 
certain inconsistent approaches to the problem. For 
example: the endorsement of the Lundeen Bill, to 
which the anonymous critic refers. I, for one, have 
recommended and will recommend for future confer- 
ences that seminars be held in advance of the confer- 
ence itself; that they be continued for at least one and 
possibly two days in order to permit all concerned the 
freedom of expression to which our friend refers. 

In certain respects, however, our anonymous critic 
misses the point. 

He has charged that “The Youth conference was 
carefully directed away from these specific issues,” 
(referring to the Federation lockout of hospital work- 
ers) ‘‘and watered down to the least common denom- 
inator upon which agreements could be reached.” But 
even if it were true that the conference was “‘care- 
fully directed away from any issues”, which is not the 
fact, in my judgment Youth Division would be en- 
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titled to commendation for having done that very thing. 

After all, the basic purpose of the conference was 
the establishment of a formula for collective action by 
Jewish Youth tending to the solution of its general 
problems. How any first conference of Jewish Youth 
claiming to be representative of all sections of the Jew- 
ish Community could possibly have hoped to debate 
specific issues of a controversial nature upon which 
there was bound to be sharp and unreconcilable differ- 
ences of opinion, and to emerge from its conference 
“room with any statement of general principles, is be- 
yond comprehension. All that this first conference at- 
tempted to achieve was a statement of operating prin- 
ciples which may serve as its general guide for future 
conferences. This did, in my opinion, with a fair de- 
gree of success, 

I do not take seriously the critcism that a ‘‘publicity 
motive” dominated the conference. To a certain ex- 
tent it happens to be true, but the publicity which 
followed the conference completely justified the means 
taken to insure it. In my personal opinion the version 
of the meeting printed in the New York Times on 
June 10th was publicity of a kind more helpful to 
the Jewish cause than the copy issued by in- 
dividuals who profess, without authority, to speak for 
Jews and who, in the guise of disseminating their own 
opinions, create in the minds of the public arbitrary 
notions and misconceptions of fact about Jews and 
Jewish life. In my opinion (purely personal, I repeat) 


A STATEMENT 


J iagpeoiing the official Socialist Zionist youth move- 


ment in America, the Young Poale Zion Alli- 
ance, maintained that the American Jewish Congress 
had no constitutional right to organize a youth division 
(since the youth sections of all its affiliated bodies auto- 
matically formed such a group), we nevertheless co- 
operated with the Metropolitan Youth Conference. 
Consistent with our stand advocating participation in 
every gathering of young people discussing problems 
of Jewish or general social and economic importance, 
our organization sent delegates to the Hotel Astor. 


We were instrumental in placing on the agenda the 
boycotting of the 1936 Olympics to be held in Ger- 
many. Favorable resolutions were adopted. Together 
with other Zionist groups, we successfully resisted 
manouvers by some Revisionist youth attempting to 
label the Zionist Shekel a party instrument. We as- 
sisted in preventing the passing of reactionary resolu- 
tions toward the close of the conference and called for 
a constructive program and suggestions for the continu- 
ation of Congress activities. 

Participation in the Congress made plain to us that 
American Jewish youth is conscious of some type of 
ailment: Though inarticulate and groping, American 
Jewish youth is quite obviously seeking solutions to 
economic, social and cultural problems. Congress dis- 
cussions manifested a general desire to arrive at some 
formula for the alleviation of individual and collective 
maladjustment. 

Yet mere aliveness to a situation is not tantamount 
to transforming it. If the Jewish youth of America 
is becoming conscious of its true status and realizes the 
necessity of rebuilding itself by striking roots in a vital, 
reconstructive program for our people, it has not yet 
found the proper direction or guidance. 

The very set-up of the Metropolitan Conference pre- 
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the statement in the New York Times, emphasizing 
that the conference voted in favor of the existing 
form of government as the sphere of political action 
in which the unstable economic order, might be ren- 
dered stable by a soundly conceived arid constitution- 
ally developed program of social security, was the 
kind of publicity that will give to future conferences 
the dignity and prestige necessary to attract a repre- 
sentation of Jewish Youth sufficiently broad to enable 
them to speak for and in the name of all Jewish Youth. 


Publicity is not to be confounded with propaganda. 
No conference would have the right to propagandize 
its views by publicity inconsistent with its actual pro- 
ceedings, but I submit that this one was at least 
entitled to set at rest in the public mind any doubts 
it might have concerning the position of Jewish Youth 
on public questions of present moment. In the last 
analysis, the publicity that followed was the logical 
reaction of an alert daily-press sensitive to the impli- 
cations of this Conference's pronouncements. 


On the whole, we are grateful to our anonymous 
friend for his candid criticism. We shall have his sug- 
gestions and opinions in mind when the plans for 
the Atlantic Seaboard Conference of 1936 are being 
formulated. 

GEORGE BRUSSEL, JR. 
Chairman of Manhattan Council Youth Division, 
American Jewish Congress. 


vented the adoption of a definite program of action. 
In many cases, the resolutions emanating from the 
various seminars proved contradictory. This general 
lack of direction and the failure to provide for the 
execution of the resolutions formulated define more 
clearly the role that a dynamic youth movement such 
as ours, with a freedom to choose and a freedom to 
act, can play in the life of the awakening Jewish youth. 


Our special contribution to the Conference con- 
sisted of the presentation of the Labor Zionist program 
by our delegates, particularly Halutziut for American 
youth, at the seminar on Zionism, In the seminar on 
anti-semitism, we pointed out the economic bases of 
the malady, and emphasized the need for fundamental 
economic reorganization and the recasting of the Jewish 
economic pyramid. 


It was a welcome opportunity to present the concept 
of a regenerated people to young American Jews. 
And they responded most cordially. Despite opposi- 
tion from conservative leaders at the Conference, and 
an even more organized resistance from radical assi- 
milationists, many delegates responded sympathetically 
to planks introduced by Labor Zionists. Socialist Zion- 
ism, which the Young Poale Zion Alliance has been 
disseminating among the American Jewish youth for 
so many years, és taking root. When confronted by 
the necessity of choosing a program of action, the 
American Jewish youth, if it follows the trend indicat- 
ed at the Conference, will wisely reject vague, senti- 
mental courses. Labor Zionism’s forceful program 
will command serious consideration by the majority 
of organized Jewish youth, for it is the active rather 
than the passive way of reconstructing Jewish life 
that appeals to modern youth, 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
Young Poale Zion Alliance 
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Hiking the highways via the thumb route, 
astride bicycles, by boat, in chartered buses and 
by private automobiles, a thousand boys and girls, 
delegates to the Second American Youth Congress 
captured the hot and unreceptive city of Detroit 
on Independence Day. They remained four days 
to hear and applaud and boo. As officially ac- 
credited delegates they came, representing organi- 
zations so varied in purpose as to present a nearly 
complete cross-section of organized young Ameri- 
can thought and political and industrial activity. 

Sharecroppers, textile and metal workers, min- 
ers and farmers, ranch workers and lettuce pickers 
sat with office workers and factory hands in the 
company of delegate workers from numerous 
other labor fields—A. F. of L. and independent 
unions rubbing elbows—in utopian harmony; 
some who said they spoke for their churches, 
mostly Methodist, and a few for individual Y.M. 
C.A. branches presented a stimulating contrast 
to the remaining delegates who represented or- 
ganized political activity or philosophy, such as 
the Young People’s Socialist League, the Young 
Communist League, the I.W.O., the Spartacus 
League and the Communist Youth Opposition. 
The colored contingent was large, embracing the 
N.A.A.C.P. and many colored churches. Student 
groups conspicuously present were the Student 
League for Industrial Democracy and the Nation- 
al Student League. In addition to some of the 
Associated Workers Clubs, dozens of small clubs, 
peace groups, specialty associations and even a 
philosophy and bowling club were represented. It 
was open house for young America. 

No national Jewish groups or organizations, as 
such, were officially present, so far as this observer 
could learn, and it did not appear that the ar- 
rangements committee for the Congress made 
special efforts to solicit certifications of delegates 
from distinctively Jewish groups.* 

And yet the interested observer would have 
estimated, roughly, that about twenty-five per cent 
of the individuals present were Jewish—and the 
writer is aware that a large portion of these came 
out of New York. 

A brief biographical note on the first American 
Youth Congress may explain the spontaneity out 
of which the Second Congress was born. In Aug- 
ust of last year delegates from 79 organizations 
came to New York at the instance of Viola Ilma, 
a recent New York college graduate. Her brain 





*To dispel Mr. Whitebook’s doubt—at least one Jewish organization 
was officially represented The Young Poale Zion Alliance appointed 
a delegation to represent it at the Detroit Congress. The Y.P.Z.A. 
refrained from participation in the First Youth Congress when it 
was obvious that the sponsors had fascist leanings; it shared in the 
attempt to expose Viola Ilma and her associates. en democratic 
elements succeeded in capturing the Congress, the Y.P.Z.A. was 


placed on the Continuations Committee and has been since then in 
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active touch with the Congress. 
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child, the Central Bureau for Young America, 
was to be clothed with recognition, constituency 
and mandate from American youth. But, Miss 
Ilma’s German blood, her recent trip to Nazi 
Germany and visits with Nazi officials, as well as 
the names of the industrial capitalists upon her 
contributors’ list gave significant point to the cry 
of ‘‘Fascism” which arose when she endeavored 
to throttle discussion and “‘steal’”’ the meeting ac- 
cording to her preconceived and high-handed 
plans. The lady’s real program was not divulged 
and probably will never be known for she was 
ousted from her self-appointed position as chair- 
man of the Congress and left the scene of her 
dethronement with her few henchmen. 

The remaining delegates, their enthusiasm 
tuned to a high pitch by those who hailed Miss 
Ilma’s exile as a victory for American democracy, 
adopted a program for an American youth move- 
ment. Its aims were centered around three ob- 
jectives: to determine the economic and social 
problems of youth and to construct a program 
of amelioration; to enforce the program through 
regional and local continuations committees and 
afiliated organizations; and, to “forge closer 
bonds of unity between all youth, between Jew 
and Gentile, Catholic and Protestant, Negro and 
white, native and foreign born—and between 
youth and adults of the working and middle class- 
es whose problems are essentially the same”. It 
claims to be the ‘“‘ardent champion of all minor- 
ities, and although definitely American in tradition 
and ideals, is firmly opposed to narrow national- 
ism’’, 

The specifics chosen as rallying points for the 
program of activity may be generally character- 
ized as liberal, progressive and, occasionally radi- 
cal. This Congress would move through action— 
it would abolish evils in the social order by mass 
demonstrations and letters of protest. It is against 
militarization and Negro segregation in the C.C. 
C. camps; it is for the Lundeen Bill, old age and 
social insurance legislation; it sponsors student 
strikes against war (April 12th), and mass 
demonstrations of youth against war and fascism 
(May 3oth); it urges boycott of German and 
Italian goods and seeks the cooperation of trade 
unions and churches; it would institute a petition 
campaign upon Congress to eliminate R.O.T.C. in 
high schools, colleges and universities ; it condemns 
C.M.T.C.; it would call upon the President of 
the United States, by letter, protest and demand, 
for legislation against lynching of Negroes and 
Federal control of the problem; it cries out for 
boycott of the 1936 Berlin Olympic games by 
voluntary non-participation and by official edict 
of the A.A.U.; it states its opposition to teachers’ 
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and students’ oath bills, to use of the National 
Guard in strikes, and to the maintenance of armed 
forces abroad. Equal opportunity for youth in 
industry at adequate wages is held to be a self- 
evident truth. 

Finding its strength in numbers and variety the 
champions of the American Youth Congress have 
issued their call for a solid “united front” of all 
youth. The resultant response has been both en- 
couraging and amusing—encouraging, in that it 
reflects a bold and idealistic willingness on the 
part of youth sections of established organiza- 
tions to ignore the intellectual differences of their 
elders—amusing, in that it has made strange 
stablemates. Young Communists, Socialists and 
pacifists share the council table and plan actions 
with church groups, industrial workers and set- 
tlement house and social service directors. The 
motley manifesto-makers seem to work harmoni- 
ously enough, but only so long as the fundamentals 
in their avowed and pet philosophies are not dis- 
turbed or questioned. Recently, in New York, 
the Y.P.S.L. adamantly refused to join the ranks 
in the May 30 demonstration on the ground 
that non-A.F. of L. unions were permitted to 
participate. The schism was not fatal, however, 
and harmony again prevails. 

This cautiousness, and respect for the other 
fellow’s personal or political views so-long-as-he- 
respects-mine, best characterizes the sentiment dis- 
played in Detroit at the Second Congress. Few 
came to get a resolution passed, or a plank adopt- 
ed, favoring any one school of thought. The few 
sporadic attempts, motivated by sincerity and un- 
tinged by “politics”, fizzled for lack of support. 
All were prepared to cooperate in a united pro- 
test against evils in the existing social order. Gra- 
ciously, by official restraint, the assembly spared 
the existing order of society in America for the 
nonce. There were present many to whom our 
existing democracy is anathema. Yet, they fore- 
bore to denounce it. The Congress has not the 
blessing of conservative organizations and since 
it seeks their support, will do nothing to alienate 
it. 

To constitute the Congress as truly representa- 
tive of all American youth, it will be necessary 
to bring in conservative groups, national church 
groups, national racial groups, national Y’s, all 
American political parties including the standpat- 
ters, and even the R.O.T.C. itself. To date, no 
part of this has been accomplished. Nor does it 
seem desirable or profitable to do so. 


The core of the Congress today is a healthy 
protesting minority youth front — the under- 
privileged, the workers, the political idealists. Its 
strength will be greatly dissipated by the addition 
of conservative groups — the price to be paid for 
their affiliation will be a further broadening of 
the base, the minimum program, to the point of 
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innocuousness. 

On the other hand, the affiliation of conserva- 
tives is unlikely. Publicly, the Congress is denom- 
inated as “red”. The exaggeration is unfortunate 
— the Congress is, at best, only “‘liberal”” — pro- 
gressive groups whose association might add pres- 
tige have been scared away by the label. 

The Second Congress added nothing to the 
first but numbers. The seminars were deliberately 
limited in scope so that all might participate free- 
ly. They produced no constructive thought or 
novel suggestions for effective action or social 
planning. Five were arranged, originally: how 
to win unemployment and social insurance; how 
to achieve peace and freedom; problems of youth 
in industry; problems of youth in agriculture; 
what the students must do. By a close majority 
vote of the delegates a sixth seminar was added 
on “Problems of Racial Minorities”. This latter 
discussion yielded nothing but a bitter division 
among colored delegates on the feasibility of con- 
vening a colored congress. 

Except for two incidents involving discrimina- 
tion of Negroes in which a hotel and a store were 
made to “eat dirt” (by threats of boycott and a 
forceful demonstration which brought out the riot 
squad) the proceedings were dull and uninspiring. 
The demonstration taught Detroit, notoriously 
discriminatory against Negroes, a lesson, and by 
projecting a black and white “solidarity” front 
produced an emotional effect which had a thousand 
times the punch of a wordy resolution. 

The President’s National Youth Administra- 
tion was scored in several speeches amid great 
ovations of approval — no class-conscious work- 
ing youth could accept its underlying thesis. 
Whether official, resolutionary rejection was vis- 
ited upon it by the Congress will not be known 
until the proceedings are hung out to dry. One 
could no more be heard than hear in the final 
session. 

The final general session provoked a filibuster 
— a revised statement of program, entitled “A 
Declaration of the Rights of American Youth.” 
A deluge of proposed amendments was showered 
upon it, but the Presiding Committee ,arrogant in 
its independence, successfully resisted all attacks. 
The document is a succinct restatement of previous 
policy and nothing more. The Organization Com- 
mittee, an arm of the Presiding Committee which 
was itself undemocratically selected in camera by 
the Continuations Committee, presented a weak, 
vague and indefinite plan of structure. Disin- 
terest and disorder reigned, albeit good humor 
prevailed. Weary from listening and applaud- 
ing, the delegates began their exodus before the 
end of the session. Probably, they had not the 
necessary physical stamina — the average age be- 
ing about twenty. 

MAURICE R. WHITEBOOK. 
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Declaration of Rights 


ON THE Fourth of July, 159 years ago, our 
forefathers declared their independence from 
despotic rule in order to realize their inalienable 
rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
Today, our lives are threatened by war; our 
liberties threatened by reactionary legislation; and 
our right to happiness remains illusory in a world 
of insecurity. On this fourth day of July, 1935, 
we, the Young People of America in congress as- 
sembled, announce our own declaration—“A De- 
claration of the Rights of American Youth.” 

We declare that our generation is rightfully en- 
titled to a useful, creative and happy life, the 
guarantees of which are: full educational oppor- 
tunities, steady employment at adequate wages, 
security in time of need, civil rights and peace. 

We have a right to life! 

Yet we are threatened by wars that are even 
now being prepared by those who profit by 
destruction, wars from which we can reap nothing 
but misery, mutilation and death. We oppose this 
war and its trappings of militarized youth and 
mounting armaments. We do not want to die! 
We assert our right to peace and our determina- 
tion to maintain peace. We have a right to liberty! 

In song and legend America has been exalted as 
a land of the free, a haven for the oppressed. 
Yet on every hand we see this freedom limited or 
destroyed. Progressive forces are persecuted. 
Minority nationalities are exposed to arbitrary de- 
portation. The Negro people are subjected to 
constant abuse, discrimination and lynch law. 
Workers who strike for a living wage are met 
with increasing violence, 

These we affirm to be the omens of that modern 
tyranny, Fascism, the last resort of the over-pri- 
vileged, more brutal, more vicious and reactionary 
than even the tyrant against which our forefathers 
rebelled in 1776. 

We are determined to realize in actuality the 
ideals of a free America. We demand not only 
the maintenance but the extension of our elemen- 
tary rights of free speech, press and assemblage. 
We oppose coercion into company unions and 
affirm the right of workers to join labor unions 
of their own choosing in order to advance their 
economic interests. We consider full academic 
freedom essential to progress and enlightenment. 
We strongly oppose Fascism, with its accompany- 
ing demagogy, as a complete negation of our right 
to liberty. We have a right.to happiness! 

Our country with its natural resources and 
mighty industries can more than provide a life 
of security and comfort for all. But today we are 
not provided with this security, are not permitted 
to enjoy its comforts. We want to work, to pro- 
duce, to build, but millions of us are forced to be 
idle. We graduate from schools and colleges 
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Text adopted at the Second American Youth Congress in 
Detroit on July 4th: 


equipped for careers and professions, but there 
are no jobs. You can find us along the highways, 
or in Army-supervised camps, isolated from 
friends and family. We refuse to be the lost 
generation. 

We urge a system of unemployment and social 
insurance as an immediate improvement in the 
condition of unemployed youth and we affirm our 
right to be employed on all relief projects at equal 
wages for equal work. 

We who are employed express our dissatisfac- 
tion with the prevailing low wages, long hours 
and the intense speed-up which destroys health 
and stunts our development. We insist upon our 
right to higher wages and shorter hours. 

For youth on the farms, the right to work 
means the right to security in the possession of 
their farms, free from the burdens of debt. We 
stand unalterably opposed to any program which 
destroys crops and livestock while millions remain 
unfed and undernourished. 

While we proclaim the right to work for our- 
selves, we also proclaim the right of freedom from 
toil for all children for whom labor can only mean 
physical and mental harm. We therefore demand 
the abolition of child labor with full and adequate 
maintenance for needy children. 

Our right to work includes the right of proper 
preparation for work. Education must be avail- 
able to everyone without discrimination, poor as 
well as rich, Negroes as well as whites, through 
free scholarships and government aid to needy 
students. Our educational system should provide 
for vocational training at adequate wages, under 
trade union supervision. 

We declare that the workers of hand and brain, 
the producers of our wealth, the builders of our 
country are the decisive force with which all true 
friends of peace, freedom and progress must ally 
themselves. We recognize that we young people 
do not constitute a separate social group, but that 
our problems and aspirations are intimately bound 
up with those of all the people. 

We look at this country of ours. We love it 
dearly: we are its flesh and marrow. We have 
roamed its roads: we have camped in its moun- 
tains and forests; we have smelled its rich earth; 
we have tended its fields and dug its earthy trea- 
sures. We have toiled in it. Because we know 
it so well, we know that it could be a heaven of 
peace, security and abundance for all. Because 
we love it so dearly, we demand that it be turned 
over to the people of America. 

We the young people of America, reafirm our 
right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
We look forward to a better life, a larger liberty 
and freedom. To those ends, we _ dedicate 
our lives, intelligence and our unified strength. 
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Summer Sport in 


A Chronicle of Hooliganism 


i THE summer season, when the sun shines 

brightly, Polish hooligans feel rejuvenated. 
Though by no means idle during the long winter 
months, with the coming of the more clement 
weather, their anti-semitic activities expand. As 
Jews congregate outdoors, the sportive mood of 
reinvigorated pogromtchiks is roused. Their 
deeds of playfulness and prowess become more 
varied. 

The daily press has already published an ac- 
count of the death of young Frieda Velkovsky 
who was killed near Warsaw during an attack on 
a camp of Halutzim which has trained hundreds 
of Polish pioneers for agricultural work in Pales- 
tine. Three days prior to her murder all the 
members of this camp participated in the First of 
May demonstration conducted by the Poale Zion. 
Hundreds of young healthy-looking Chaverim and 
Chaveroth paraded with plough-shares, shovels, 
and saws in order to display the new mode of 
life experienced by a pioneer generation. The 
young Chalutza Velkovsky, who participated, 
could not foresee the deadly blow she was doomed 
to receive at the hands of the Polish hooligans. 
The crime occurred during a lecture. From the 
platform a Palestinian visitor was showing on a 
map the location of Huleh. He had no sooner 
told his audience of the sacrifices necessary to 
transform the newly-acquired swamps into fertile 
soil, than a crash was heard. Suddenly two shots 
rang out followed by an explosion. When the 
young men rushed out into the yard, they found 
it empty. Evidently the shots had been fired 
from the street to enable the bandits to escape. 
On returning indoors, the investigators discovered 
Chavera Velkovsky prostrate on the ground, her 
face covered with blood. One of the bullets had 
reached her head. She was operated on within 
two hours and died the same night. The funeral 
was attended by thousands of Halutzim and work- 
ers who followed her bier. Speakers expressed 
their conviction that her blood had not been shed 
in vain; that Jewish youth was ready to fight not 
only for a new life in Palestine but also for a life 
of freedom and honor in diaspora. Only a free 
and undaunted youth in diaspora could become fit 
to build a new future for-the Jewish people. But 
these sentiments, though bravely said and felt, 
could not destroy the resentment and horror at 
the loss of Frieda Velkovsky’s life. 

She was not to be the only one of her sex to 
meet early death by the hands of an assassin. 
Hardly had she been buried when hooligans at- 
tacked twenty-two year old Sima Bornstine, a 
Hebrew teacher. No ambush from behind, this 
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time. They simply dealt her one violent blow on 
the head, which resulted in her death before the 
end of the day. 

Sniping with shot-guns and beating with heavy 
instruments do not, however, comprise the whole 
of the summer sport—prelude to pogroms. Day 
by day Jewish stores and houses feel the shock of 
bombs, benzine-bottles and other explosive matter. 
These missiles do not often miss their mark: 

In Lodz a bomb hurled into the store of one 
Eivshitz wounded five Jews seriously and caused 
Eivshitz’s son to lose his eyes and hands. 

A twenty-minute train ride from Warsaw brings 
one to the town of Vavur. There, about a half- 
year ago, a Jewish druggist lost his arm when a 
bomb exploded in his store. More recently, in- 
cendiaries fired the house of the Rabbi in that 
town. 

In the city of Raditch, a bomb tossed into the 
store of Berman, wounded a Jewish woman for 
the second time in six months. 

The weaker sex and children are notoriously 
the pogromtchik’s meat. A few days ago a stink- 
bomb was thrown into the playgrounds of the 
Maccabee. Happily, no youngsters were there 
at the moment. The property only suffered great 
damage. 

The lot of Jewish children in Poland is none 
too happy for when they are not hand-grenaded, 
they are hand-slapped. In the heart of the Jewish 
ghetto at Gelna, there is a mixed public school 
attended by both Jewish and non-Jewish pupils. 
The former are regularly smacked by the latter 
on coming to and leaving school. The teacher 
is aware of this daily beating but never intervenes. 

Even youths who cannot attend regular school 
suffer discrimination. In order to work in any 
Polish factory, apprentices must take certain 
courses in government schools which limit the 
number of Jewish students. Those who are ad- 
mitted are subjected to constant abuse by their 
Christian colleagues. The great majority of 
young Jews who must earn a living and yet are 
not permitted to enter these courses for factory 
work have no means of getting training. Polish 
Jewry cannot maintain separate schools for the 
training of Jewish youth refused admission in the 
free government institutions. The Jewish artisan 
therefore, is facing a future wherein his “bootleg” 
training will be both illegal and officially unquali- 
fied. 

This cold-blooded freezing out, and the more 
bloody attacks, receive little publicity. Hardly 
more attention was given to incidents in Warsaw, 
where bombs thrown into a candy store of Mafius 
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and a soap factory of Dulman ended in an inquiry. 
The proprietor of the soap factory began to chase 
the hooligan who threw the bomb. The latter 
opened fire and Dulman reeled to the ground. 
Passersby succeeded in capturing the hooligan, 
who, it was found, had been convicted frequently 
of the same offence. His former sentences did 
not deter him from repeating his criminal anti- 
semitic activities. 


The attitude of both police and courts may 
explain why his penal servitude worked no reform. 

At a fair held in the appropriately named 
Janus (doublefaced god of antiquity) Jews were 
attacked and beaten. When the police were call- 
ed, they took good care to arrive on the scene of 
attack only after the bandits had plenty of time to 
clear out. 

Polish authorities regard Jew-baiting as a game, 
the excusable hot-weather indulgence of a pleas- 
ure-seeking population. This is especially true in 
Warsaw. At Saxon park, situated in the very 
center of the Polish capital, hooligans beat three 
young Jews, until they bled. When they asked 
the policeman on duty to arrest their assailants, 
that uniformed worthy replied that it lay beyond 
his authority. The young men indignantly tele- 
phoned a police station, where custodians of public 
safety announced that there was no cop on hand 
to dispatch. Finally, an appeal to the park’s as- 
sistant superintendent helped get the offenders 
into custody; the attackers were brought to the 
police-station, but once there, officials refused to 
record the incident and advised the plaintiffs to 
appeal. While the legal-minded magistrate gratu- 
itiously gave advice, the arrested anti-semites con- 
tinued to curse and threaten the beaten Jews. 

Neither is the general population concerned 
with protecting the civil rights of Polish-Jewish 
citizens, as may be gauged from their conduct 
during a café scene where the main entertainment 
consisted in ousting Jewish patrons. It happened 
in one of the night cabarets on Krolevska Street. 
During a lull, one drunken guest suddenly de- 
manded vociferously that Jews be driven out of 
the club. The acquiescent owner quickly asked 
Jewish guests to pay and leave. However, the 
wine-filled Hitlerite grew impatient while Jewish 
gold was being shoved into the proprietor’s hands. 
Without much ado, he whipped out a gun and 
forced their flight. Meanwhile—and this is the 
appalling thing about the affair—sober patrons 
sat by without raising an eyelash. 

For some of the Jew-haters, like members of 
the Anti-semite Association of Andaks, believe 
themselves ardent patriots. These noble Poles 
actually cast lots to determine who should kill a 
Jew. This privilege was recently sought to punish 
the Jewish self-defense in last year’s riot! The 
man to whose lot the black slip fell did his duty un- 
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flinchingly. He picked a graindealer for prey. 
In a matter of fact way, the Polish peasant prom- 
ised to sell the Jewish merchant grain if he came 
to his fields. Out in the tall grass, the faithful 
anti-semite stabbed the Jew in the abdomen and 
at once strode to Association headquarters to re- 
port his prompt performance of party duty. 

These attacks and assassinations are not acci- 
dental but an organized offensive. Like an army, 
a definite number of hooligans is detailed to a spe- 
cific center from which they plan and effect their 
outrages. The gang, a powerful one, all belong 
to the “Nara’’—which executed the most recent 
pogroms. When arrested, they had in their pos- 
session pamphlets and proclamations which bore 
testimony to their connections with pogrom-propa- 
ganda. Even if they do not succeed in wholesale 
slaughter, these gangsters systematically molest 
Jews. 

Late in the spring, three Halutzim, members 
of the Hechalutz Hamisrachi, were beaten so 
cruelly that one of them was knocked unconscious. 
In Lodz they attacked Jacob Karon and gouged 
out one of his eyes. In Radomsk three members 
of the Anti-semite Association bore down on Jew- 
ish young men, one of whom they stabbed to 
death. 

These isolated but well-planned tragedies, like 
all miseries too horrible for tears, are not without 
their farcical sides, especially in cases of mistaken 
identity. The proportion of errors in striking 
down non-Jews is small but telling. 

These errors were made even more absurd when 
Lodz hooligans beat a teacher as he strolled with 
pupils. The gangsters took him for a Jew. Later 
they were nonplussed to learn that he was not 
only a Christian but actually one of their own— 
a member of the Anti-semite Association. 

Despite the unwitting punishment which Poles 
receive in place of intended Jewish victims, the 
attacks continue, persistently, relentlessly. Indeed, 
the hooliganism is so pronounced that some Poles 
have begun to take notice. The gentler spirits 
among them even foresee divine justice threaten- 
ing their unsuspecting brethren. A group of truly 
Christian peasants near Bialystok, members of a 
sect which arose near Pinsk, are positive that the 
Messiah will soon come and avenge the God-fear- 
ing Jews. Had not the pure-hearted peasant heard 
the voice of the prophet Elijah who proclaimed 
that ‘Messiah will come and will deliver the 
chosen people”? The spokesman of the Prophet 
Elijah actually came to Bialystok to warn the 
Anti-semites of that city to refrain from insulting 
and harming the “chosen people’’, for it had been 
revealed that the Messiah would inflict grave 
punishment upon all those who transgressed 
against the Jews. 

Yes, when the Messiah comes, he will have a 
hard job ahead of him. He will be very busy! 
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CALL OF THE SEA 


A New Program for Palestine 


Aimed at the occupational readjustment of Jews in 
many lands, an organization was formed here today 
to enlarge Jewish participation in sea-faring life. The 
new society, created with the participation of the coun- 
try’s leading Jewish institutions, hopes to provide suf- 
ficient personnel to man all Jewish boats which will 
eventually steam out of Palestine’s harbors. The new 
organization will encourage the investment of Jewish 
capital in marine business and promote vocational train- 
ing for shipbuilders, dockworkers, sailors, stewards and 
other ship help. 

—News Item, Haifa, June 20, 1935. 


A GENERATION OF LAND PIONEERS 


YEAR after year thousands of people in every 
*“ country desert the indigent farm, turn their 
backs on the simple, stagnant life behind the 
plough, abandon their straw- and mud-houses, and 
flock to the cities to seek their fate in the stirring 
centers of industry and commerce. The Flight 
from the Soil is the term for this social pheno- 
menon, which, as an inviolable law, has hardly 
spared a single country. 

Now, before our very eyes a miracle has oc- 
curred: the return of an urban people to the land: 
The sons of an ancient people, for generations de- 
tached from the soil, inured to book and bargain 
—have come to a ruined land, and become a rural 
folk. They came as single individuals at first, later 
in hundreds; in one generation their numbers have 
risen to thousands; and still further tens of thou- 
sands are clamoring to take root in the soil in 
Palestine. 

This marvellous change has come to pass before 
our very eyes. In the new Jewish settlements on 
the banks of the Jordan and on the Mediterranean 
shore, on the mountains of the Galilee and in the 
plains of Judaea, in the lowland of the south and 
in the valley of Jezreel, hundreds and thousands 
of city-bred men till the soil. Obedient to a new 
decree—to redeem and rebuild a homeland—they 
have violated accepted sociological laws, and re- 
turned to the soil and its cultivation. Nowhere in 
Palestine can there be found fields and vineyards, 
gardens and orchards, stables and chicken-coops 
equal in fruitfulness to those raised by these city- 
folk. 

The wholesome sense of rebuilding a mother- 
land led them to the field and farm, for no peo- 
ple can exist without a firm tie to the soil. How- 
ever, even after the fruitful conquests of a gener- 
ation of pioneers, we see only the beginning of 
the agrarian venture. A great deal of effort will 
yet be required before the difficult task is accom- 
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plished—the task of implanting a people of trad- 
ers in the soil of its extraction. 

The land alone, however, will not absorb all 
the repatriates. The land is small and not unin- 
habited, and its seekers are many. We shall not 
crowd out our neighbors who have occupied the 
land for generations, nor encroach on their pos- 
sessions. We shall not establish ourselves at the 
expense of others. In order to prepare a lasting 
home for a wandering and landless people, we 
must exploit all the latent possibilities of the soil. 
In order to maintain a numerous people, nation- 
ally secure and culturally self-sufficient, we must 
discover new economic potentialities in all the 
branches of agriculture, industry and trade. The 
pioneers, who have done marvels in the develop- 
ing field of agriculture, can accomplish equally 
great things in other economic fields. The elec- 
trical and minerological (Dead Sea) projects at- 
test to the possibilities concealed within the soil 
and to the power of creative energy. The land is 
small and impoverished. However, its unique geo- 
logical construction, its physical and climatic di- 
versity, its geographic position—linking three con- 
tinents—contain great possibilities awaiting liber- 
ation. 

One of the great gifts—if not the greatest— 
with which our country is abundantly and almost 
infinitely endowed, and which has not been put to 
use to this day by the repatriates—is the sea. 


"ALL THE SHIPS OF THE SEA..." 


From Tyre, in the north, to Wadi-el-A’rish in 
the south, there extends for hundreds of kilomet- 
ers along the entire boundary of our country, a 
vast sea, called the Great Sea by our ancestors, 
and known to us as the Mediterranean. For, ex- 
cluding the oceans, the Mediterranean is the great- 
est of the seas, bounding three continents. Serv- 
ing as a connecting link, it is the key to Europe, 
Asia and Africa, leading on the one hand to the 
Atlantic Ocean through the Strait of Gibraltar, 
and on the other hand to the Indian Ocean through 
the Suez Canal. For thousands of years this sea 
was the center of human activity. The national 
cultures of Judaea, Greece and Rome, which 
formed the foundation of the civilization of man- 
kind, originated on its shores. The shifting of 
the historical center of gravity to the shores of 
the Atlantic, concurrent with the discovery of 
America, removed the Mediterranean from its 
earlier position of importance. However, with 
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the rise of the eastern peoples in Western and 
Central Asia, and with the ever increasing bonds 
between Europe and Asia, we see at the present 
time the return of the Great Sea to its major his- 
torical role. 

The Mediterranean has been considered the 
western boundary of Palestine. This is a miscon- 
ception which we must amend. From the point of 
view of settlement and from political and eco- 
nomic criteria, we must view the Mediterranean 
not as the boundary but as the continuation of 
Palestine. At the sea’s shore ends not the coun- 
try but its dry land alone. 

The possibilities of economic advancement and 
further settlement in Palestine are to be sought 
not only on the land but also on the sea. Here, 
on the Great Sea, Palestine is destined to expand, 
when pioneers who will not shrink from the waves 
of the deep as they had not shrunk from the bar- 
renness of the soil, return to it. 

Historically, the Hebrew people was torn not 
only from the soil but also from the sea. Though 
even when they lived in their land, their connec- 
tion with sea-life was slight and of short duration. 

The first attempt of the Jews to venture upon 
the sea was not made on the Great Sea in the west, 
but on the Red Sea in the south. This took place 
in the days of King Solomon who “made a fleet of 
ships in Ezion-Geber which is beside Eloth, on 
the shore of the Red Sea in the land of Edom” 
(IKi. ix, 26). However, the Jews had no sailors 
then and Solomon used the slaves of Hiram “‘ship- 
men that had knowledge of the sea” to accompany 
his own slaves to Ophir, the golden land. King 
Jehoshaphat tried to follow this example with a 
navy of ten ships—to go to Ophir; but his ships 
were wrecked in Ezion Geber. 

The Jews and the Edomites engaged in combat 
more than once in the seaport. After the death of 
Jehoshaphat, Edom rebelled against Judaea and 
Ezion Geber was wrested from the hand of Israel. 
But, after Amaziah, son of Joash, subdued Edom 
in Sela, his son Azariah founded the city of Eloth 
on the coast of the Red Sea, not far from Ezion- 
Geber. In the days of Ahaz, son of Jotham, the 
grandson of Azariah, Rezin, king of Aram in- 
vaded Judaea, ‘‘and drove the Jews from Eloth, 
and the Edomites came to Eloth and dwelt there 
unto this day” (IIKi.xvi, 6). 

The Jews definitely established themselves on 
the coast of the Mediterranean only in the days of 
the Second Temple—and then only in Japha. 

In that free city the Jews of Japha proved cour- 
ageous sea-farers, and, in contrast to the Jewish 
inhabitants of the rest of the seaports who were 
subjected to Greek influence, they distinguished 
themselves by their national zeal. In the great 
war against the Romans, the seamen of Japha 
valiantly combatted the armies of Vespasian. 
However, most of their ships were destroyed in 
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the turbulent sea, when a storm dashed them upon 
the rocks which surround the harbor. The few 
survivors chose to fall on their swords rather than 
to be captured by the enemy. 

Outside of Japha, the Jews did not succeed in 
establishing themselves on the sea-coast and there- 
fore, the influence of the sea on their fate was of 
little moment. However, in the fate of the coun- 
try, the sea played an extremely important part 
and affected the history of individual nations and 
of humanity as a whole. 

One of the Hebrew-Canaanite tribes, whose 
language, like that of the Moabites and the 
Edomites, is similar to that of the Bible, had 
settled on the shores of the Mediterranean sea. 
They occupied the narrow strip of land which 
reaches from the foot of the Carmel to the slopes 
of the Lebanon—from the present-day Bay of 
Haifa to the northern boundary of Syria. Here 
they built their cities of Acco, Akhzib, Ahlab, 
Tyre, Zarephat, Sidon, Beirut, Gebal, Arak, Ar- 
vad and others. 

This people, known historically as the Phoeni- 
cians, was in its era the pioneer in sea-faring and 
commercial navigation. The narrow strip of land 
was not able to maintain its Canaanite inhabitants 
through agriculture alone. Thus, unlike their kin- 
dred Jews, in early days, they looked toward the 
sea. At first as fishermen, but later as world nav- 
igators and traders, their ships reached the At- 
lantic and Indian Oceans. Thousands of years be- 
fore Bartholomy, Diaz and Vasca da Gama, they 
had circled southern Africa, established their col- 
onies on all the shores of the Mediterranean, and 
its numerius islands, in Asia, Europe and Africa: 
in Greece, Italy, Spain, Syria and northern Africa. 
They traded with neighboring and distant peoples 
in Arabia, in India, and even as far as Britain. In 
their commerce with the ancient civilized peoples 
—Egypt and Babylonia—they learned the begin- 
aings of science, and later civilization was en- 
riched by their great inventions. They gave the 
alphabet to the world; they invented and devel- 
oped the industries of glass-blowing, metal works 
and dye-mixing; but they excelled above all in 
nautical and commercial prowess. From their 
first appearance on the historical scene until their 
decline, the Canaanite Phoenicians dwelt in the 
sea-ports, and international commerce was their 
sustenance and strength. Their ports comprised 
the center of Mediterranean commerce, and their 
main sea-ports—Tyre and Sidon—corresponded 
in those days to New York and London of today. 

The Canaanites were not only seafarers but also 
great colonizers. They established many colonies 
even in distant countries. The most famous of 
these was on the North African coast, Carthage 
(New Town) by name, a city which for a long 
time dominated all the islands of the Mediter- 
ranean, and produced the greatest general and 
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statesman of antiquity—Hannibal, son of Hamil- 
car, who reached the very gates of Rome with his 
mighty army. The strength of Carthage was in 
her fleet and sea trade. It was only after the Ro- 
mans learned navigation from the Canaanites 
that they overcame their mighty rival in the wars 
of Hannibal, and completely demolished the city 
of Carthage. The descendants of the Canaanites 
in Carthage preserved the Hebrew-Canaanitish 
tongue; Hannibal was called a “Judge”. In an 
ancient Canaanitish inscription found on the is- 
land of Cypress, “the retainer of Carthage, ser- 
vant of Hiram, King of the Sidonites”’ is recalled. 

The government of the Canaanites in their par- 
ent city of Tyre did not last as long as in their 
African colony. In the days of the Babylonian 
Restoration we still find the Sidonites and Tyrians 
bringing “cedar-trees from Lebanon to the sea, 
unto Jopha, according to the grant that they had 
of Cyrus king of Persia”, for the building of the 
Second Temple. In the days of Nehemia, Tyrians 
settled in Jerusalem, and brought fish and “all 
manner of ware”. Tyre preserved its autonomy 
under Persian rule, but with the rise of Alexander, 
the Macedonian, came the end of the “merchant 
of the peoples”. Alexander attacked Tyre and 
could not subdue it until, by means of a stone 
bridge from the island to the mainland, he 
reached the city. After a seven month siege Tyre 
fell—and never rose again. Tyre became a Greek 
city and no relic of her greatness remained. The 
Jews who had lived in Tyre in earlier time re- 
mained there for many centuries after the Greek 
conquest. ““The Great Metropolis of Tyre,” as it 
was called in the Talmud, became in the eleventh 
century the center of Palestinian Jewry. The 
great rabbi, Elijah ben Shelomo Hacohen, who 
was forced to leave Jerusalem during the Seljuk 
invasion, settled in this city; and here the dele- 
gates of the Galilean Jewish communities assem- 
bled. Benjamin of Tudela still found 400 Jewish 
households in Tyre; among them were ship-own- 
ers and glass blowers. 

In the succeeding wars Tyre was completely laid 
waste, and in place of the “Queen of the Sea” 
there remained only desolate ruins, where occa- 
sional fishermen cast their nets. The prophecy of 
Ezekiel, “I will make her a bare rock, she shall 
be a place for the spreading of nets,” has come 
true. Today, Tyre is nothing but a small town of 
no commercial importance. According to the di- 
vision of territories between England and France 
after the World War, Tyre came under the 
French mandate, and the boundary line was moved 
to Ras-an-Nakura, south of Tyre, on the way to 
Acre. 


THE WAY TO THE SEA 


Canaan was wiped off the face of the earth; 
Tyre and Sidon were utterly destroyed, never to 
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be restored to their past greatness; but the land 
from which all vestige of its Canaanite people has 
been erased is reawakening from its desolation. 
The descendants of the Hebrew tribes, who never 
succeeded in conquering the coast dwellers, and 
who were exiled twice, both during the heyday of 
Tyre and after her decline, are now returning to 
their land after two thousand years. The ancient 
Hebrew, reaching the country on the east from 
Transjordania and on the south from the Sinai 
Peninsula, were blocked on their way to the sea 
by the coast-dwelling Canaanites and Philistines. 
Today, on the other hand, the Jews are returning 
to the country by way of the Mediterranean and 
settling in the plains along the coast, on the west- 
ern banks of the Jordan, the Kinneret, and the 
Dead Sea, and in the interior. The new Jewish 
settlements extend along the shore of the Mediter- 
ranean and its vicinity, from Philistine Ashod to 
Canaanite Acre. Gan-Jabne, Rishon-le-Zion, Tel 
Aviv, Herzlia, Nathania, Emek-Hefer, Hiidera, 
Zichron-Jacob, Tantura, A’thlit, Bat-Gallim, 
Haifa, the Workers-Colony in the Bay of Acre— 
these are the first landmarks of the people return- 
ing to the shores of the Mediterranean. The 
orange groves of Sharon and Philistia, the indus- 
try of Tel Aviv, and the commerce of Jerusalem, 
now as in days of old, convey their products to 
ships which still dock at the open port of Jaffa. 
At the foot of Mount Carmel, the central seaport 
of the country is being built. This, in time, will 
replace the lost Tyre and Sidon. Haifa, sur- 
rounded by the Carmel range and situated on the 
widest Palestinian bay on the Mediterranean, is 
by nature destined to be the foremost sea-port not 
only of Palestine, but of all the neighboring coun- 
tries, east to Mesopotamia and south to Arabia. 
Here will rise the shipping and commercial center 
of Western and Central Asia. Indeed, Haifa al- 
ready serves as the connecting link between Asia, 
Africa and Europe. One rail route connects 
Haifa, by way of the Sinai Desert, to Egypt; a 
second rail route, by way of Syria and Turkey, to 
Europe; and before long a third railway will join 
this city to Baghdad and the rich oil fields between 
the Euphrates and Tigris. The commerce from 
both sides of the Jordan, from Arabia and from 
Mesopotamia, will be shipped through Haifa to 
all parts of the world. 


The exiled will return to the land by way of 
the sea. The fruits of the fields, the products of 
industry and the resources of the Dead Sea will be 
sent abroad by way of the sea. The oil of Meso- 
potamia will flow through the Syrian desert to 
the bay of Haifa, and be shipped from there to 
all parts of the earth. From year to year the 
nautical traffic of the country will grow. Many 
thousands of longshoremen, sailors and oarsmen 
will be in demand for the expanding sea industry. 
Shall we leave all this work to others? 
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Our sea also, then, just as our land, awaits a 
liberating force. We have been torn from the sea 
more than from the soil—therefore the sea is 
even more alien to us than the soil. For hundreds 
of years we have been land dwellers. We have 
crossed the seas as passengers, not as crew, even 
as we have eaten the fruits of the soil as con- 
sumers not as producers. But we have heeded the 
call of the soil, and, though city-bred, we have 
become ploughmen, gardeners, fruit and vegetable 
growers, bee-keepers, and poultry and cattle rais- 
ers. Is it not then possible for us, though land- 
bred, to become sailors, fishermen, boatmen, 
bargemen, oarsmen, mates, pilots, captains? 

The conquest of the soil by an urban people was 
the first great adventure of our movement in Pal- 
estine. The second adventure still awaits us—the 
conquest of the sea. 

Without the sea, there is no exit, there is no 
space to stretch. The Mediterranean is the nat- 
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ural bridge which joins our small country to the 
wide world. The sea is an organic, economic and 
political part of our land. And it is yet almost un- 
possessed, The force which drove us from the 
city to the farm is now driving us from land to 
the sea. It opens new and boundless horizons. 
Our pioneer movement at home and abroad, our 
growing youth, both students and workers will find 
in the sea a wide scope for adventure. Groups of 
sea pioneers will be organized in all coastal cities 
outside of Palestine. The best of our youth will 
study navigation and sea-faring. The youth of 
Palestine, particularly those living on the coast, 
both in cities and villages, will find on water what 
the farmer finds in the earth: a source of life and 
sustenance. Beginning with water sports and end- 
ing in salt manufacture, we will create a new type 
of Jew, who will complement and add color to 
the type we created through agriculture. We must 
remember that Palestine encompasses both land 
and sea. 


THEODOR HERZL and HISTORY 


fie Jewish Movement, as we conceive it, comprises 
everything consciously Jewish that moves from dark- 
ness toward light, from captivity toward freedom, from 
passivity toward creative effort. It includes, as far as our 
age is concerned, the Zionist and the nationalist 
groups of Jewish socialism, the unorganized sweat-sho 

workers of the diaspora and the organized settlers of Pal. 
estine, the schools of the reformed Jews and the Hebrew 
study circles, the ideas of Ahad Ha’am and the deeds of 
Theodor Herzl. This Jewish Movement is not a thing of 
today or yesterday, nor a work of individual men but the 
most fundamental life phenomenon of the Jewish nation. 
Its innermost energy reveals itself above all in the longing 
for a renewal of national life in Palestine, a longing which 
remains the same whether expressed in daily prayers, some- 
times subdued, sometimes sobbing—or in a violent outburst 
of Messianism—or in the first inexperienced steps of na- 
tional politics and groping experiments in training the 
people and reclaiming the land. 

Any individual’s contribution to this movement—be it 
even the greatest of men—can be determined only after 
having decided the place which is due his immediate pre- 
decessors. Who, then, were the personalities responsible 
for rejuvenating the ancient Jewish ideals in the spirit of 
modern conceptions and for arousing the consciousness and 
will of Jewry? What share is to be allotted to each of 
those creative individuals in the formation of the modern 
Jewish Movement? 

Let us mention here no more than three of these men, 
representatives of three different periods, of three different 
millieus: Moses Hess, Leo Pinsker, and Nathan Birnbaum. 

We may, with some reservations, call Hess a representa- 
tive man of his age. He was not only one of the first to 
awaken but also the awakener of the generation succeeding 
him. His book, published in 1862, is not only a confession 
and manifesto, but also a promise. It contains sketches of 
ideas which even modern Zionism has so far failed to 
follow to their final conclusion. Hess realized that no- 
where but among the Jewish masses of Eastern Europe does 
the living seed of the future lie dormant. Owing to a 
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profound comprehension of our national character he ap- 
preciates the importance of Hassidism for the Jewish Move- 
ment. In all these concepts he reaches beyond most of 
the — of the succeeding generation. Out of the 
abundance of facts from Jewish History and sociology, he 
intuitively created the theory of Jewish nationalism. The 
two principles on which he based it—the declaration of 
Jewish nationality and its renaissance as part of the great 
historical evolution of modern civilization, and the demand 
for the restoration of a Jewish commonwealth as basis of 
the national renaissance—have remained the fundamental 
principles in all subsequent formulas. 

aa was a lonely man in an age as yet unripe for his 
ideal, 

Pinsker, whose warning call to ‘‘self-emancipation” was 
sent out twenty years after the publication of “Rome and 
Jerusalem”, was already carried along on the crest of a 
wave of national consciousness then rising, though still 
feeble. He is, accordingly, less of a trail-breaker. Hess 
had revealed the plight of the people, Pinsker described it, 
placed it within the nexus of cause and effect. Hess had 
discovered the soul of the nation, Pinsker made its analysis. 
He approaches problems with the surgeon’s knife in his 
hands. He analyzes anti-semitism and proves it to be an 
incurable psychosis. Above all, Pinsker dissects Jewish 
degeneration and, in memorable words, points to its most 
dangerous symptom, anorexia, the lack of desire for national 
independence. His analytic gifts are happily supplemented 
by a capacity for practical politics. His diagnosis never 
appears as anything but a prerequisite for action, which he 
conceives more positively, more practically, in greater de- 
tail than did Hess. He discusses or, at least touches upon 
the problem of sovereignty, neutrality, guarantees, acquisi- 
tion of land, national subscription of funds. As an imme- 
diate measure he advocates the summoning of a National 
Congress (as Lahranne had done before him) though his 
conception of such a congress is still far from democratic. 
As to the choice of a territory, Pinsker is not as safely 
guided by his instinct as was Hess, whose sense of history 
precluded his taking into account anything but Palestine. 
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Pinsker was allowed to live and to see the early begin- 
nings of action, partly to direct it himself. It was in the 
days of early beginnings that Nathan Birnbaum, then twen- 
ty years of age, began to edit a periodical called “'Self- 
emancipation”. Almost ten years later, 1893, he published 
a small booklet: “The national rebirth of the Jewish people 
in its own Jand”. In the course of this decade both he and 
the movement had grown in work and reflection. At the 
same time, by way of organic expansion, the external 
strength of the movement had grown too. 

The new values added by Birnbaum’s pamphlet are, first, 
a more thorough-going conception of Jewish nationalism, 
especially the cultural problems involved; and further the 
claim of “equality of status in international and public 
law” for the Jewish people. Here we have, in full clarity, 
a statement of the fundamental socio-psychological truth 
that Jewish nationality is rooted in the peculiar inner charac- 
teristics of the people. Here we have, in consistent develop- 
ment of Hessian concepts, a discussion of the potentialities 
of a New Jewish civilization in Palestine, an appreciation 
of the cultural elements already alive in the present, espe- 
cially the rebirth of the Hebrew language. Moreover, we 
have here an indication of a political method based upon 
the relationship of the nation with other nations. 

Scarcely three years later Herzl’s ‘‘Jewish State’’ was 
published. This clever and energetic book had a far reach- 
ing effect. The restrained precision of its demands, the 
convincing matter-of-fact quality of its arguments, presented 
at a moment of ferment and growth proved clarifying in 
some quarters and absolutely liberating in others. However, 
when considering the achievements of programatic thought 
and formula which preceded it, we cannot blind ourselves 
to the conclusion that the essential, historical significance of , 
this book lies in its outline of action, What had been only 
hinted at by Hess, roughly sketched by Pinsker, worked out 
in a few details by Birnbaum, was completed by the “Jewish 
State”. It offered a road map. The goal itself had been 
defined by these men, just as correctly and, occasionally, 
with keener foresight. They described points of departure 
with a deeper understanding of the idea of nationalism and 
a more searching inquiry into the national character of the 
Jews. To them the demands to be safeguarded by inter- 
national law were simply a consequence of their own nation- 
alism. They demanded the “wide, open land” (Hess), our 
“Own country” (Pinsker), the “national home” (Birn- 
baum) as a premise for the development of renewed Jewish 
life and culture. Herzl’s only starting point was Jewish dis- 
tress which called for relief. Hess, Birnbaum and Pinsker 
looked at the Jewish problem as one of preservation and re- 
generation of values unique beyond comparison or substitu- 
tion. To Herzl it was “a dragging-on remainder of the Mid- 
dle Ages”. They regarded assimilation as a fata] aberration ; 
to Herzl it appeared as “not altogether ignoble’, but, on 
the whole, impracticable. Twice he repeats in the “Jewish 
State”: “If they would let us alone—but I believe they will 
not let us alone.” If they would let us alone. . . . If there 
were no longer any “Jewish distress’, would the ideal of 
national freedom still have to be the flame burning in our 
soul—the upbuilding of a national homeland, the mission 
of our life? The “Jewish State” says: no, in a that-goes- 
without-saying tone. The true Jews say: yes, all the more 
so. For, then we would be intellectually and physically 
in better shape, and we could with less doubtful self-re- 
liance, attain our goal. To them the nation is a mortally 
stricken creature, whose being is tied to theirs by indestruc- 
tible and cherished bonds, on whose life their own life de- 
depends, whose death would spell their own death. It is, 
to them, a mortally stricken creature, yet one that might 
not only be restored to health, but even endowed with 
immortality, immortality which would be theirs, too. The 
national homeland rebuilt, their activities would no longer 
stray without prospect of continuity, their creative efforts 
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would no longer be spent in a vacuum, the stream of their 
humanity no longer trickle out on the sands of the desert. 
All work of their spirit would be borne onward from gen- 
eration to generation, like a torch. In the eyes of Herzl, 
author of the “Jewish State’, however, we are a nation 
because “the enemy makes us one, against our will”. 

Herzl displayed the same attitude toward the specific 
achievement and values created by the nation, ‘Ob- 
viously, we cannot be supposed to speak Hebrew to each 
other. . . . Nothing of this kind. . . . Over there we shall 
remain what we are today.” Later on, and in some respects, 
Herzl’s contact with things Jewish grew closer. But this 
basic attitude remained unchanged. Even in the political 
Utopia “Altneuland” (1902)—which, by the way conceives 
Zionism throughout as a mere enterprise of migration, col- 
onization and social organizations to be disposed of within 
a period of twenty years—he describes a Jewish common- 
wealth possessing not a single cultural value, not a single 
institution which would bear the imprint of the national 
individuality and character of the Neo-Judaeans. It is a 
commonwealth where the Jewish masses live unmolested 
and feel at ease. Hence the humanitarian title of the enter- 
prise. But what about the historical title of the movement? 
A movement does not derive its historical title from the 
fact that it offers relief to human individuals, but because 
it adds new values to mankind. The Jewish Movement 
derives its title from the specific potentialities alive in the 
Jewish people. It was the tragic shortcoming of Herzl’s 
nature that he was unable to perceive these potentialities. 
In this respect he differs from his predecessors who, though 
more limited in their capacity for action, were his superiors 
in understanding Jewish life. 

Herzl was a Western Jew without any Jewish traditions, 
without any Jewish impressions dating back to chilchood. 
He grew up in a non-Jewish environment without ever 
coming in touch with the Jewish misses. No human being 
had been more of a stranger to him than the Jewish pro- 
letarian. He had remained in the fold of passive Jewish- 
ness, not out of Jewishness but out of character, He joined 
the active forces cf Jewishness because of a certain manly 
determination to “‘stick to the guns”. He was a perfect 
man; he was not a perfect Jew. During the years of Con- 
gress Zicnism I have, from the bottom of my heart, admired 
his splencid figure, in all its greatness and excellence, in its 
gallant devotion and vibrancy, in its straightforward, in- 
flexible faithfulness, and even in its broadminded and hu- 
man errors. As a Jew he always appeared to me as in- 
congruous and defective. It is a mistake to extol Theodore 
Herzl as a Jewish personality. Spinoza and Israel Baatshem, 
even Heine and Lassalle were Jews. There was nothing 
elementarily Jewish within him. He was not a revelation 
of the national daemon. During the spirit of the diaspora, 
the soul of our people has stammered only a few words 
which reveal its innermost self. Herzl has not uttered 
those words. 

He could not but identify the Movement, wholly and 
entirely, with his person. This was the root of his greatest 
shortcoming, but, at the same time, of his greatest strength. 
He believed in himself not as in a person but as in a 
cause. This belief gave him the steadfast, unshakable 
energy to be the most consistent man of action of the 
modern Jewish era. By grouping the masses and a large 
part of the intelligentsia around the banners of his cause, 
he drained the life-sap from many another sector of the 
Movement. Still, it should be acknowledged that, at the 
one point of advance selected by him, he caused it to press 
forward a remarkable distance. 

The high merit of Herzl’s book was that it offered an 
outline of the way. It was to his higher, and forever inestim- 
able credit to have actually set out on that road. He looked 
neither right nor left; but he focused on his goal. Many 
a young bud was trampled down on his way; but his step 


















oe Of nes eK eee OO Oe eee ae 6 ee (Oe ee | ees si cs ees 


rh mee 


rTDpDrFeny 














AUGUST 1935 


did not falter. He fought dissenters as if they were ene- 
mies of the cause. For in his eyes the cause and his under- 
takings were synonymous, and he felt nobody but himself 
equal to these undertakings. His upright imperturbable op- 
timism, his tense, indefatigable energy were rooted in this 
feeling. Thus he was able, without sacrificing his bearing 
of superiority and in the face of overwhelming odds, to 
accomplish all that he did. 

In essence his achievement may be defined by a single 
phrase: He cast the mould. Herzl had risen at a moment 
of ferment and growth, of stress and drift. A thousand 
things ‘were on the point of taking shape, everything was 
still chaotic, all kinds of schemes were brewing, multifarious 
plans were ripening in reticent hearts. The fundamental 
writings had been written, the ideas were thriving in dis- 
cussion, but the ideal had never been condensed into the 
formula of one common program. It was a time of vague 
expectation and longing, of soarings of the spirit and subtle 
vibrations of the soul, a period which allowed many in- 
terpretations and which might yet be shaped into anything. 
Into this amorphous welter Herzl brought a single-minded 
interpretation, his own single-minded interpretation. The 
spiritual material of Zionism was still shapeless matter con- 
taining infinite possibilities. On it Herzl put his hands with 
a firm, moulding pressure. A hand sure in its grip, but 
heedless. How many potentialities were stifled! Still, the 
hand of an artist. The Zionist Organization was established. 
Almost too soon, it would seem to me. Yet there it was. 
Now the movement centered in a party which had both its 
good and evil phases. Its good part was that now there 
existed a functioning organ which might carry through the 
difficult double task of winning and reclaiming both the 
land and the people. The evil part was that only the first 
half of the twofold task was taken to be valid, and that 
even this was conceived and executed in too narrow a 
fashion. The winning of the people was effected by means 
of propaganda, membership and fund-raising drives in the 
interests of the party and its institutions; the reclaiming 
of the land—by way of diplomatic activity. Moreover, the 
most indispensable preparatory activities, such as the train- 
ing of the people for the requirements of colonization, the 
establishment of an organized national community in the 
country as a center for future settlement, the much needed 
thorough exploration of both the land and the people— 
all these were hardly paid any attention. Furthermore, 
there was no comprehension of the truth that the winning 
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} gro is no fear so paralyzing as that based on seen- 
ingly inexplicable phenomena. Terrified victims who 
might be cured by an exact description and diagnosis of 
their experiences usually refuse to discuss them even with 
their most intimate physicians. In the case of the problem 
which we may refer to as Tel Avivism, we have a parallel 
situation. For some time the city fathers of Tel Aviv, 
proud of their achievement, have refused even to recognize 
the existence of their disease. They would not have 
their town belittled by any references to blemishes or short- 
comings. Vested interests, party affections and personal 
ambitions have militated against the open confession that 
here is a problem or a series of problems that must be 
grappled with. This mental attitude is a natural breeding 
ground for phobias and anxieties. 


THE INDICTMENT 


Whilst some deny that any problem exists, others point out 
that Tel Aviv is passing through a Florida boom which must 
end in a similar crash. They point to astronomic rises in 





of the people, in the true sense of the term, could be 
achieved only by reawakening hearts, and reclaiming land 
by way of constructive work in Palestine. 

As to his political successes, Herzl was the first Jew to 
carry on Jewish politics in exile. He negotiated with the 
rulers of Europe on behalf of our people. This fact cannot 
remain unrecorded in our history. Even though these nego- 
tiations lacked the support of government power as well 
as finance, Herzl was not willing to strike the other road, 
the road of the slow, modest and promising policy of “‘prac- 
tical colonization of Palestine by Jewish agriculturists and 
artisans”, without self-government, or only the prospect of 
self-government. Likewise, he refused to adopt the method 
of an equally modest and relatively uncomplicated diplo- 
macy—that of negotiating with Turkey for the repeal of the 
ordinance which deterred colonization. 

Above all critical judgment there rises before us in the 
light of history, the personality of Theodor Herzl. We do 
not claim to be able to bare the innermost secret of his 
nature or to determine the coordinates of his character. He 
who pressed Zionism into the limelight of public interest 
was personally, at the bottom of his heart, a thoroughly 
non-public character. Thrown into many a bitter clash, 
involving his philosophy of life and his partisanship, his 
habits of thought and his professional position, he bore 
within his soul a grave inner conflict, never reconciled, 
hardly conscious, and yet full of pain. He was both harsh 
and gentle, unrestrained and well-poised, chivalrous and 
vindictive, a man of moods and a man of action, a dreamer 
and a practical statesman. The riddle of his personality 
is yet unsolved. 

He was the hero of a period of transition. He was the 
master of a sick people. His greatest deed is one which 
he did not achieve of his own will. He gave an image to 
this people. Not the image of a living person, but an ideal 
image, a model conforting and inspiring. It is thus that 
poets cast into human shape their ideal of themselves. They 
create him whom they would like to be. Theodor Herzl 
may or may not have been an outstanding poet in words 
and in artistic form. He certainly was a great poet in the 
unconscious of his own life. Living, building, erring, 
working good and evil for his people, he unconsciously 
erected a statue which this people calls by his name. A 
statue beyond fault or blame, bearing the pure features of 
genius, the countenance lit with the splendour of the Mes- 
siah. A gift of illusion. A gift of grace. 
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land values, to feverish speculation, with the same piece of 
land being sold and resold within a short period, and to 
the unwarranted basis for much of the building develop- 
ment. Others are worried by the disproportionate growth 
of the urban population relative to the agricultural. They 
talk of the flight to the towns and of the abandonment of 
agriculture. The population of Tel Aviv is larger, it is in- 
sisted, than the whole of the Jewish agrarian population. 
Still others are concerned about the absence of a solid 
economic basis for a growing town of this size. They fear 
that the new immigrants will be held up in Tel Aviv only 
as long as the building boom continues. When it comes 
to an end or collapses a large population will find itself 
without industries to support it. Some are oppressed by 
the slum-like streets which are growing up—the absence of 
sufficient apartment buildings facing broad new boulevards, 
and the lack of amenities, of parks and open spaces. Some 
are harassed by the transport problems, and others by the 
primitive drainage system; some by the inadequate hospital 
arrangements and others by a budgetary situation which 
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points to the necessity of substantial borrowing. Another 
school is deeply disturbed by the spiritual problem. They 
see the danger of Levantinism, the growth of large urban 
populations with low standards of education and culture 
and with inacceptable standards of social and private life; 
they point to the growth of the popular pleasures, the life 
in the streets, and they fear the pervasion of a crass materi- 
alism. 


THE RESPONSIBILITY 
N& does the absence of a general recognition of the 
problem of Tel Avivism—for many try to avoid it by 
referring generically to urban growing pains or to the in- 
evitable acccompaniment of healthy youthful urban growth 
—hinder the political game of shifting responsibility. The 
central government blames the local authority, and the 
local authority the District Commissioner. Both ask the 
Jewish Agency to assume greater burdens, and it declares 
that subsidies to local authorities are not one of its 
functions. 

The first essential for any sound treatment is to recognize 
the problems and evils of Tel Avivism. No clear think- 
ing will be possible and no sound solutions will be dis- 
covered, and certainly no effective remedies will be applied 
as long as any reference to them is regarded as an attack on 
this or that party or group, or as evidence of a want of 
loyalty. It is surely too late in the day to dub the social 
reformer as unpatriotic. Let us openly and boldly declare 
that there are aspects of the growth of Tel Aviv and of 
other Palestine towns that call for careful investigation and, 
if evils are discovered, for effective treatment. 

The moment when it is openly confessed that evils exist, 
we shall be ready to agree that they are growing evils. For 
with the increase in the size and population of these towns 
the evils must be expected to increase geometrically rather 
than arithmetically. Thus the rapid increase of the popula- 
tion of Tel Aviv by fifty thousand in three years has created 
a very serious traffic problem. The problem may quadruple 
with the addition of another fifty thousand, if new ways of 
dealing with it are not discovered, 

These evils should be analyzed under three heads, those 
due to the uncontrolled and quick expansion of the town, 
creating problems of overcrowding, traffic congestion, in- 
adequate public services, and lack of amenities; the type 
of immigrant who stays on in Tel Aviv—the urban small 
trader and unskilled workman; and to those resulting from 
the boom psychology, the increase of all types of middle- 
men eager to snatch aleatory profits. 


THE REMEDIES 

Let us agree quite frankly that there is something in all 
the major points of the indictment. Let us accept the fact that 
an undue predominance of urban development, the growth 
of land speculation, the emergence of slums, the friction 
between central and local government, the lowering stan- 
dards of public and private life constitute definite and avoid- 
able evils. They can be dealt with; they can be eradicated. 
Such problems and evils have arisen elsewhere. It is true 
that foresight and statemanship would have succeeded in 
avoiding them. This can be and should be done now. 
But two fundamental changes are essential if this is to be 
accomplished expeditiously. The municipal authorities de- 
clare that they have found it a superhuman task to keep 
pace with the phenomenal growth of the city. Communal 
services have lagged behind the increase in population and 
the extension of its area. This situation must be brought 
to an end. It is inefficient and wasteful. Dangerous evils 
are allowed to grow menacing. The municipal authority 
must not allow itself to be dragged along. It must plan, 
guide, direct and supervise urban development. It must 
lay down a plan which will have two features—the proper 
development of new areas and the gradual reconstruction 
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of old areas. It must adjust its administrative machinery 
to enable it to cope adequately with its tasks. 

Another fundamental change must be in the attitude 
of the Central Government. It must not act merely as 
a brake. It must increase the powers of the local authority 
and help it with advice and loans. The Central Govern- 
ment must visualize the development of Tel Aviv and 
Jaffa as a whole with a joint population likely soon to 
reach a quarter of a million. Surely, there ought to be a 
reconsideration of the functions of the District Commis- 
sioner in relation to both towns. It is manifestly unwise 
to confine him to his present impossible duties. They 
should be more creative and less restrictive. At the same 
time greater understanding of the role of capital expendi- 
ture for public works has become essential. A sensible op- 
position to local authorities adopting unsound financial 
measures which are likely to lead to bankruptcy must not 
be interpreted to mean that all essential capital expenditure 
must be paid out of current revenue. The dominant aim 
must be to stimulate healthy development and not to en- 
deavor to check growth. 

With such changes in object, in method and machinery a 
new start can be hopefully made in dealing with these 
problems. If that is done, it will be seen that some of the 
present criticisms at least will soon be disposed of. 


TEL AVIV BASED ON SOUND DEVELOPMENT 
aw ONE criticism of the present situation that Tel 
Aviv is a new Florida ought to be dissipated. The 
foundation of the economic life of Tel Aviv is sound 
enough. It is not based on preposterous assumptions of 
permanent prosperity. The rise in land values has not 
reached the fantastic levels of the American holiday resort. 
Tel Aviv is not dependent on any one industry but com- 
bines a number of varied attractions and potentialities. It 
is the market town and centre of the Judean colonies. A 
number of small industries based on the local demand for 
their products are steadily developing. It is fast becoming 
the exhibition centre for neighboring countries. It is a 
holiday resort for thousands of Jews within and outside 
the country. It contains a considerable number of people 
who, with their own or with the resources of their children, 
are passing their old age there. 

This does not imply that there may not be something in 
the contention of those who argue that there has been an 
overdevelopment of retail shops and an undue concentra- 
tion on providing expensive consumers’ goods. For the 
moment this is unproven and requires investigation. If it 
is justified, then bankers should be chary of granting credits 
in these fields. But overexpansion of one kind or another, 
provided that it is not too extreme, is a matter of secondary 
importance. 


ECONOMIC CHIVALRY 
HE ESSENTIAL soundness of the basis of the econ- 
omic life of Tel Aviv, even if the present evils are 
removed, will not satisfy the Jews. Zionism stands for 
economic idealism as an essential feature in the return to 
the homeland. That idealism has been thought of in the 
past and interpreted in terms of agricultural settlement. 
Now it must be adapted and applied to urban settlement. 
The present discontent is directed against the movement 
running more on private lines than on public lines. This 
can be dealt with through a healthy extension of the — 
services, both of those for which fees are charged and 
those which ate provided free of charge. Cooperation 
which was at one time proclaimed and believed to be the 
country’s main hope must extend its sphere of activities at 
the same time that its administrative machinery is made 
ptogressively more efficient. And even private capital must 
learn to adopt an attitude of public service so that indi- 
vidual gain should not be in conflict with the general good. 
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NEWS FROM THE FRONTIER 


Labor in 


27 Zionist Settlements Consolidated 

The consolidation of the 27 Zionist settlements founded 
prior to 1927 involved an expenditure of £66,276, or about 
$330,000, during 1934-35, and their final budgets were 
granted at the end of May. The settlements which are now 
fully self-supporting are mostly in the Emek and the Jordan 
Valley and they comprise: Yadjur, Kfar Hassidim, Kfar 
Joshua, Kfar Baruch, Nahalal, Ayanot (Sharona), Mishmar 
ha’Emek, Hasharon, Gebat, Sarid, Merchavia settlement, 
Genigar, Tel Adashim, Kfar Gideon, Mezra, Merhavia 
kvutza, Geva, Ain Harod, Tel Joseph, Beth Alpha—Hef- 
ziba, Beth Alpha—Hashomer Hatzair, Sheik Avreik, De- 
gania A, Degania B, Kinneret, Kfar Gun and Balfouria. 
Most of the $330,000 expenditure went for the provision of 
permanent dwellings for those settlers who had lived in 
huts or other temporary and unhealthy abodes. Housing 
alone took up $205,000 of the sum expended, while farm 
buildings, such as stables, poultry coops and barns, absorbed 
an amount of $50,000. The sum of $33,000 went for tools 
and there was also expenditure of some $16,000 on grape- 
fruit plantations. The amounts granted to the various 
Keren Hayesod settlements for the completion of the budg- 
ets mapped out for them ranged from $5,000 (sometimes 
less) to $30,000 and more. It will be seen how the pio- 
neers battled hardily with the difficulties before them when 
mention is made of the fact that, in order to achieve what 
is known as “consolidation”—a term which connotes that 
the settlement has entered upon its self-supporting career 
and will no longer receive grants from the Jewish Agency 
and Keren Hayesod—some of them have had to struggle 
along for 15 to 20 years before reaching that stage. 


Agency Housing Expenditures £30,000 

Including allocations made today for the erection of ad- 
ditional workers’ houses, the Jewish Agency for Palestine 
has already expended during the current budget year the 
sum of £30,000 (approximately $150,000) for the hous- 
ing of agricultural laborers. This represents a record sum 
in recent years, The new allotment was for £10,000 for the 
erection of dwellings for 400 new immigrant workers scat- 
tered in nine orange-plantation colonies. The expenditures 
incurred in this field by the Jewish Agency are designed to 
integrate hired agricultural workers into the settlements. 
The allotments represent parts of the total budget of the 
Keren Hayesod (Palestine Foundation Fund), the fiscal in- 
strument of the Jewish Agency. 


Swamps Reclaimed in Nathania Area 

Swamps over an area of 678 dunam (roughly 170 acres) 
have been reclaimed in this vicinity with funds provided by 
the Nathania Colony Council, Hanotaiah, Ltd., and the 
Palestine Government. There were five large swamps and 
four rain-pools drained altogether, and the pumps, driven by 
tractors, worked incessantly for 144 days and nights pump- 
ing out 650,000 cubic metres of water through the sands 
into the sea, over half a mile away. The cost of the work 
was $10,000 to which the Government contributed a quar- 
ter. It is symptomatic of the benefits which Arabs are ac- 
cruing from Jewish health and other measures that 500 
dunam, or some five-sevenths of the area, are situated in 
Arab property adjoining the Jewish colony. 


W orkingmen’s Quarter 
Fourteen years after its establishment, Schunat Borochow, 
which is a workingmen’s quarter named for a prominent 
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Socialist leader, now has valuable property—a large school 
building, three kindergarten structures, a dispensary, a water 
supply and four consumers’ co-operative supply stores. The 
new network of arterial thoroughfares of modern design 
and construction will considerably add to the present prop- 
erty values of the suburban council. 


Histadrut Gets Road Building Contract 

The Histadrut was granted a contract by the Palestine 
Government for the construction of a road from Herzlia to 
Kalkileh, a little junction on the railway line. The road is 
to serve as a feeder to the railway fot the Sharon colonies 
and will expedite the shipment of fruits and produce, A 
report made on the number of Histadrut workmen engaged 
on Government projects shows that 450 Jewish laborers 
are thus employed on contracts valued at £80,000 (ap- 
proximately $400,000). 


PALESTINE LABOR STATISTICS 
January 
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1. Jewish population in Palestine......203,000 246,000 310,000 
2. Jewish workers (exclusive of 
wives ) 35,000 45,000 65,000 
3. Membership of Histadrut (exclu- 
sive of wives) 26,656 36,895 52,000 
Membership of Histadrut including 
wives 35,389 47,819 67,000 
4, Annual immigration of all cate- 
goriee 15,553 39,656 50,000 
5. Annual labor immigration (regis- 
tered with Histadrut) .............-..---- 2,429 12,961 14,000 
6. Urban workers (wives excluded) 
Tel Aviv 9,500 14,300 22,000 
Haifa 4,000 7,500 12,000 
Jerusalem and suburbs .................. 4,500 4,500 6,000 
7. Rural workers (including wives).. 25,000 40,000 60,000 
8. Agricultural workers (exclusive of 
wives) 10,000 13,000 15,000 
9. Agricultural workers (including 
wives ) 13,000 16,000 18,500 
10. Industrial workers and artisans 
Tel Aviv region 5,000 6,000 11,000 
Haifa region 2,000 2,500 4,000 
Jerusalem. tepion: ....... .--—..-..2. 1,500 2,000 2,500 
Total industrial workers and arti- 
sans in villages and colonies.......... 9,500 14,000 18,000 
Total number of persons engaged 
in industry (workers, employees 
and employers) 15,000 20,000 25,000 
11. Employees in railways and post- 
office 543 350 305 
12.. "TransBott: WOEkets: ...<.<.c.-ccceescccccsse 2,500 3,500 4,500 
13. Workers Saving and Loan Banks.. 8 17 22 
Membership 8,502 11,485 13,714 
14. Transport cooperatives ...............-.- 17 25 26 
Membership 600 846 1,208 
15. Industrial cooperatives ............-..-.- 40 46 48 
Membership 300 629 979 
16. Labor Youth organization member- 
ship 1,514 2,393 3,000 





Clerks’ Union Secures More Members 


During six months of activity the Clerks’ Union affiliated 
with the Histadrut has been able to secure 700 new mem- 
bers. Its total membership is now about 4,000. There are 
still 3,000 clerks unorganized, and an effort is to be made 
to bring them into the ranks. The report of the Union for 
October, 1934 to April, 1935 shows that organized action 
was effective in securing increases for 700 clerks and shop 
hands at a total of $100,000 per annum. The Union is 
trying to establish a minimum wage of $40 a month for 
clerks starting work and $30 a month for shop hands, Sev- 
eral local banks and many business firms have already in 
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Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and Haifa agreed to this stipulation by 
contracts, and some 300 young persons in employment are 
enjoying the new rates. 


Haifa Port Workers in Strike 


A turbulent labor situation developed in Haifa when the 
dock workers went on strike and the customs officials, in 
order to prevent suspension of loading and unloading, took 
over the work from the regular contractors. The customs 
authorities divided the workers into two groups, placing the 
majority in the lower-wage class. The strike broke out as 
a result of the refusal of the contractors to increase wages, 
a goal for which the port laborers have been struggling for 
many months. The customs officials are employing Haurani 
strikebreakers to take the place of the striking laborers. 


Arab-Jewish Delegation Protests 

A new demonstration of the increasing unity between 
Arab and Jewish trade unionists in Palestine was seen when 
a joint deputation of three Jewish and four Arab railwaymen 
waited upon Sir Arthur Wauchope, High Commissioner of 
Palestine, to protest against labor conditions. The delega- 
tion expressed its dissatisfaction with the small pay in- 
creases which were recently granted and urged reconsider- 
ation of the railway workers’ demands for a far-reaching 
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revision of wages and working conditions on railways and 
auxiliary services, 


Co-operatives Have Large Turn-over 
During 1934, the wholesale and retail gee se con- 
sumers’ societies functioning in Palestine, under the gen- | 
eral supervision of Tnuva and other Histadrut institutions — 
marketing agricultural produce, had a turn-over of $1,- % 
750,000. The Central Hamashbir also showed great prog- — 
ress. The membership in these co-operative consumers’ so- | 
cieties has increased by 100 per cent since 1933 and now © 
is over 7,000. A drive for additional members is now to | 
be undertaken. 


Labor Colonization Agency to Expand 

An expansion in the activities of Nir, labor agricultural — 
settlement department of the Jewish Federation of Labor, © 
was reported at the closing of the sessions of the Agricul- ~ 
tural Council of the Federation. The entire issue of £75,000 7 
five-per-cent shares floated by the Nir was sold. Colonies — 
in Emek Hefer and workers in Tel Mond will receive £25,- 
000 each for the purpose of acquiring land and extending ~ 
settlement activities. It was also reported that the Nir will | 
double its capital by issuing a second offering of shares © 
amounting to £75,000. 


Correspondence 


HOSPITAL WORKERS WIN VICTORY 
SIR: 


Reinstatement of all employes discharged and excluded 
from the Beth Moses Hospital since May 18th and recog- 
nition of two organizations to represent maintenance work- 
ers, nurses and technicians, were granted in a settlement 
concluded between representatives of the hospital admin- 
istration and hospital employees. The agreement af- 
fects approximately 100 professional and unprofessional 
workers who for more than two months have been con- 
ducting a struggle to win reinstatement and the right to 
bargain collectively. 


Under the terms of the settlement reinstatement of the 
employees to their former positions become effective imme- 
diately. They will resume their occupations in good stand- 
ing when notified by Milton L. Dryfus, Superintendent of 
the Hospital, the institution promising to call for all the 
workers as speedily as practicable, with all returned to their 
jobs within three weeks, 


Two organizations representing all hospital employees will 
be permitted, one composed of nurses and technicians, the 
other consisting of workers in all other categories of 
service. 


Employees regard the settlement as a complete victory. 
The controversy began two months ago when approximately 
100 hospital employees were locked out for calling a two- 
hour stoppage in protest to the discharge of seven workers 
following a written request to improve working conditions 
within the institution. Besides winning reinstatement and 
recognition of the organizations the settlement provides 
that “the board of directors or its acredited representatives 
will meet upon request with the accredited representatives 
of the workers’ organization to discuss and consider ways 
and means for the solution of any questions arising in 
respect to terms of employment or the amelioration of 
working conditions”. 

BETH MOSES HOSPITAL WORKERS COUNCIL 
ASSOCIATION OF BROOKLYN FEDERATION WORKERS 


Since May 18, the Beth Moses Hospital Workers Coun- 
cil were engaged in a struggle to win such elementary de- 


mands as paid vacations, pay on time, and the right to 
organize and bargain collectively. An adamant hospital © 
administration, self-styled philanthropists and community | 
leaders, opposed the Council, with anti-labor policies, re- © 
fusing to take one step forward from its reactionary posi- 7 
tion. This administration went to the limit of locking-out 
approximately 100 employees of the Beth Moses Hospital 
and would not reinstate them because such action might | 
encourage organization among hospital workers all over 
the country. The story was told in the July issue of Jewish 
Frontier. We congratulate the Beth Moses Hospital work- 
ers on a victory not for themselves alone but for all Feder- 
ation workers.—THE EDITORS 


KNICKERBOCKER VILLAGERS AGAIN ; 

JEWISH FRONTIER, interested in the problem of col- 7 
lective rights for tenants, offered in the July number an | 
editorial on the situation existing at Knickerbocker Village © 
in New York. Mr. Louis P. Goldberg, in anxiety lest we 
were “sponsoring the communist cause’ by backing its 
tenants’ association asks us-whether we have verified that © 
non-communist leaders were forced out of the K.V.T.A. 
strike leadership through insulting and undemocratic tactics. © 

We submitted Mr. Goldberg’s ten charges to the leader- © 
ship of the K.V.T.A. Its president, Mr. Joseph P. Selly 
writes that “establishment of collective rights of tenants 
under publicly financed housing projects can only be ob- | 
scured by the injection of partisan politics. Mr. Goldberg | 
is a member of the Socialist group at Knickerbocker Vil- 
lage, which like the Communist group, represents but a | 
small fraction of the tenants. Neither of these groups | 
have been permitted to dominate our association... . We © 
have a membership of around 1200 from the 1600 apart- © 
ments at Knickerbocker Village.” On this basis and others, 
Mr. Selly denies the use of undemocratic tactics, 

Any responsible individuals, desiring to have copies of 
the full argument in the case, towards some useful public 
discussion, may obtain them by mail upon the combined | 
permission of Mr. Goldberg and Mr. Selly, the pe j 
of K.V.T.A. Jewish Frontier remains interested in the 
principle of collective bargaining for tenants’ rights and in | 
organizations which have shown evidence of demonstrating | 
for it—The Editors. 








